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PREFACE. 


N ſuch an age as this, when the heat of | 
vain and unprofitable controverſies has pj,,,,,. 
bred more fcriblers, than a hotſummer 

& ( inthe Comediens fimile ) does flies, it 
VY might ſeem more rationa), according 
-wiP=<RF to Solomons rule, for prudent men to 
keep ſilence.then to vex themſelves and diſquict others 
with ſuch empty diſcourſes,as rather calarge then com- 
pole the lifferences of Gods peopic. It was a (ad age, 
that of Domitlen, of which the. Hiſtorian affirmeth,thac 
_ then Inertia pro ſapientia erat, Ignorance was the beſt 
knowledge, lazineſs and ſervility was the beſt dil:- 
gence 3 and we could wiſh this age did not too much. 
reſemble that : But when we ſee every Mar ſyas with 
. anold Pipeof Ainerus's, dares contend with Apolo; 
that men of low and cficap abilities, arc roo 1ud and 
too hard for men of the choiceft and beſt defign, cer- 
tainly 7nertia pro ſapientia erit, He's the beſt Ocator that 


dwells in fileacce, and he's ”o wileſt man tiat keeps 
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7 . The Preface. | 
theptivdcy and recluſcgels of -his own ville; Hamdya 
once told Scipio, thatit had been'better borh-for Ki 
and Cafthage, it both of them had becn contented with- 
intheirown bounds; and poſſibly it had been more 
honourable both for our brethren of the Prevbytery, 
and our- ſcives, had we midewoutJifts mare privaye 
and plaid our prizesonely behitidZhe Gunung. ; 
we had confined and defermined our ighorance L 
own {phear, arid our defe&s had been vibble to no 
eyes but our own, But as Aptalcidas objeated to Age- 

ans, The Spartans have made the Thebanes fight whe- 
ther tney would or no; the exaſperations and bitterneſs 
of our brethren, have lent cowards courage, and pro- 
vok'd us to combate whether we would pr no z Mziſe- 
rum eft pati nes licere queri, Tis ahard:caſeto be hurt, 
and to have our moutkes ſtopt ; to ſuffer, and to be ob- 
liged not to complain ; 27 #nam patita7 injuriam invi- 
fat aliam; Tis aceriain rule with the men of this per- 
(waſion . If you take a blow fromthem on one cheek, 
you cannot be Chriſtians in their Calender unleſs you 
rurn the other alſo, We had well: hoped; that; what 
T*lly notes to be the eloquence of - X1t1cns,, > Reſponders 
ſciat me fibi dum taces, - our filence: and .Qur: patience 


might have been good Orators for us tohaye anſwer- | 


ed the pretenſions of their power, the diſguiſes gf their 
popular diſcourſes, and the harſh proceedings towards 
us, but the more we ſuffered, they triumphed the mares 
and becauſe it was our judgement and choice to 'dwgl 
in filence , they thought we cither could not gr durſk 
not ſpeak, But nemo nobis amicis uti poteſt & Aaulatori- 
bus, They ſhall find we are their friends,  but-not their 
Paraſites ; we will ſpeak that truth which: we oct: 
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The Preface, . 
ſtand, befeech the Food ſpirit tolead them and: us into 


altsryrfr3 -and in'this-mean and: inconſiderable ſervice, 
we appeal tothe 1006, witneſſes within us,that we ſpeak. 


nothing out of pride or envy, or with unchriſtian re- 
fle&tons upon our ſufferings ; but with a hearty. deſire 
of \peace, that they.or we may be convinced, and at laſt 
mieetby:a-unity of the ſpirit.in the bond gf peace. | - 

: Weſhall abepteſent. the Rooms agd-model: off the 
whole houſe inthe Porch, yet we ſhall, preface a reci-' 
tall of thoſe grievances, which made us open our 
mouthes in this diſcourſe, Ne extorqueretur nobis cau- 
ſs Enaii Cott « patracinio, leſt, we might ſeem to fear the 
Giantof-Presbytery, and:to think it were onely that 
Palladium that would preſerve the City of Gad, 

.\ About 7 months ſince, the Claſfis of Mancheſter 
publiſhr'their Breviats or-cenſures, againſt all tharcame 
not into. them far trialiand/cxamination, wherein they 


getothe High waics,/'dnd compel all to come in: and. 


give ſubmiſſion to their Government, by ſubjeRing 


themſclyes to examination by the Miniſters and Elders, . 


not onely ſuch as may be ſuſpeted to be ignorant 
or ſcandalous, bur all, of all eleyations, of all judge- 
ments, muſt come under the Inquiſition, not ſo much 
we fearto fit them for the Sacramear, as to teach them 
obedience, that they may: know themſelves, as Tiberius 
ſaid.of the Senate, that they. are homines ad ſervituten 
mzti;to:owe an obedience to their new Maſters, which 


they/muſt-pay under the grand penaltics of ſuſpenſion 


and excommunication.” 


I anſwer to theſe, Bruts fulmina , we with all meck-. 


neſſe:and humility ſent them one ſingle ſheet of paper, 


defiting;ſatisfation in ſome things: wherein our reaſon 
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and religion obliged us to be of a different judgement 


from them ; This one ſheet they return'd in ſeven, an- 
anſwer long enough, it it be ſound enough, 
To ſatisfie us in our ſcruples, and in their procee- 


dings, they pretend for what they do, both an Eccle- 


fiaſtical and civil fanRion, a Commiſſion from. Chriſt 
and the State alſo : But that maxime of the ancient will 
here be found true *Avrpiar Iyer mire avlorouls, Our own 
Lawes built upon paſſion and intereſt, are commonly 
lawlefle z Iris apparent to us, that their new Lights 


have no light from Antiquity or primitive -forms z 


that their new Rules have no eſtabliſhment, cither by 
the Lawes of the Chriſtan Church, orthe Lawesot this 


Land. St, Ferom ſaid of Origen, That inzenii ſui 4dvmi- 


na putat eccleſia eſſe Sacramenta, an imagination ſure of 
our Presbyters, that the placita of their own wills muſt 
pals for civil and divine conſtitutions. We wonder that 
men pretending to-Learning and Religion, ſhould net 
onely call in the Lord of truth to abetr the phanſies of 
men, but ſhould alſo pretend to encouragement and 
Commiſhons from the State to ſecond their prevari- 
Cations. 
It hath pleaſed his Highneſs in his wiſdome and cle- 
mency, to ſecure all godly and peaccable men 
fefling Jeſus Chriſt, from thoſe Ordinances which the 
rigour of Presbytery had mounted againſt them z but 
| where he gives the leaſt incouragement for this power 
ulurped by them,we find notzand therefore we think'tis 
friendly ad vice,that they take heed leaſt their unguided 
zcal or intereſt precipitate them into a premunire, ſince 
undercolour of Authority, they have made Lawes and 
Canons, and publiſhed them. opealy in the Ghutch for 
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The Preface. " 
all to obey upon pain of excommunication, not onely 
againſt all the ancient known -Lawes of clder date, but 
alſo contrary to the preſent eſtabliſhment and the Ma- 
eiſtracie under which we now live. 

'Tis a trouble to us, to hear them cry out againſt 
Prelacy and Epiſcopacy, as onely an artificial and po- 
litical device to Lord it oyer Gods inheritance, where- 
as indeed their little fingersare heavier then the Prelates 
loins ; though they tell us their way is a friendly, meek» 
and ſocial way, we find it not; they make us onely as 
Publicans and Heathens; it ſhould ſeem that all that 
they intended in the change of Church- Goverament, 
was onely to {lice the Dioceſan into Parochiall Biſhops; 
and with himin Zxciay, To cut out the old utcleſs 
Moons into fine new Stars, every one of which claim 
the ſame influence and dominion over the people which 
the Prelates did, 

'Tis atrouble to us, to hear them: inveigh againſt 
Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks, againſt the Novatian 
and Donatiſts of old, when they walk in their 
ſteps, maintaine their principles, and eſpouſe 
their quarrels. We are told by the Church Hi- 
ſtorians, That the docrine againſt mixt-communi- 
on, was a brat begotten by Nevatss, nurſt up by Zaci- 


fer and Andie, but it grew not till Doxatws became its 


foſter- Father, then indeed it louriſht and ſpread amain, 
till St, Auff4 by his judicious and clear oppoſition did 
baniſh it, that, and the ſubſequent Ages z the Anabap- 
tiſts of the laſt age called it back into Gerowny, 20d 
aruit in ſe refloruit inills z they grafted upon the old 
ſtock, and wanted nothing of the Doxariſts but to be 

called ſo. Now amongſt other of their dangerous and-. 
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The Preface: 
errgnegus principles, Bulingey notes tis for one of, the 
chief, De dettring,caneſorupuloſe querunt Anbeptiſte, 


quprum cauſa cena dominica ſit inſtituta, They were nice 


and ſcrupulous, and inquiſitive,.conceraing, the: Lords 
| Supper,conluding it was only to be.given tothe Saints, 
and concluding the Saints-to-their ownitolds, - - ; :,.cr 

.- This is.the dire& praiſe of the Scottiſh and Engliſh 
Presbytery.; b:ca: te the Parliament formerly, and 
now his Highneſs, in their wiſdom and 'prudence have 
ſo blunted the edge. of their ſecular power, 'that they 
cannot hurt us with that,they fly to their religiousſhifts, 
and what. Davidaid' of Goliab's (word, ſurely. they, lay 
of the holy Sacrament, There's none like ſnto thats no 
engine (© likely to teach us obedience, and-to give them 
the ſqveraignty, as. that, .'They impale the ſupper. of 
Chriſt totheir, own-inclofures, and as. abſolute Judges 
of all communicants, keep back all perſons that have not 
their Shiboleth ready, that will.not fall down.and wor- 
ſhip that. Idol which they have ſer up, "The «Agyprians 
were hard Taskmaſters,to.expe& the children of Iſrael 
ſhould make Bricks, -and make ſtraw too, to require 
theſame number of bricks: without materials.to make 
them of: this is ſomething like the ſeverity of our new 
Maſters, they cenſure for not doing that which they 
render to us:impoſlible : If we come not to the: Lords 
Supper, we- muſt be exc@mmunicate ;, and they will not 
permit us-to:come, becauſe we are ignorant, or ſcanda- 
lous, or prophane z and 'ris proof enough we are ſo,be- 
Cauſe wearetoo ſtout to fall down and worſhip their 
imaginations: 


Tis 2 trouble tous. thatmen who impropriate tothem- 
ſelvesthe:name of: Saints, and would have the' world. 
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The Pr: face. 


' tothink them the onely Chriſtians, ſhould. be ſo far 


from that #exya wayſtaias, that meekneſs and ſweet- 
nefſe of the Goſpel, thar they are ſtill of rhe old legall 
ſpirir, to cradicate and deſtroy all that are not of their 
way: Inſtead of ſweetning and indearing the ſpirits of 
men, that they may come to the knowledge of rhe truth 
and be ſaved they irricare and imbitter them by their 
two bold judging i in private, and byFtheir fierce and (e- 
yere cenſures in publick, as if indeed it were their 
work to deliver them up unto Satan. 
Thele things bave forc'd us contrary to our own dif- 
panes and inclinations: Ag pearin publick, nor 0n- 
Heb een firing. , Pet 4s of Eeclebþ- 
eal and Epi voAticitions et h NEAR PE os 
' wean tndeayans\ will. 'encouray vs ſome worthy 
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that oſs which we love: what wwe have done: !qugle 
quale ſit, what eyer it be, inalmuch as inthe ſincerity of 
our hearts we profeſs 'tis done, ſie #llo Fadio contentio- 
zi, without any pleaſure or gelight i in conteniion, but 
onely for the love of truth, we hope our good God will 
give it amore gractous [ucceſs, and good men will give 
It a more Charitable reception, 


Errata fic Corrigenda. 
Age $1, line 25. for whereas, read wherear. p.$2 1, 2 theſe, 
" I, thoſe. p. 831. 10 Anſwer as it is to, r. Anſwer it is to be. 
ibid. 1. 16 pray, t. pay. p:841. 32 See, r. So. p.85 I. unaninious, 
r. unanimous, p.87 1. 24 referring, r. reſtoring. p. 881. 13. ex- 
amination, I, excommunication. Ih the Preface, p. 3.1. 30. for 


I, 3, In, 


 eHt the firſt (laſſe at Mancheſter 
Septem. 8" 1657. 


”N purſuance of. an Order of rhe lactProvin-1al, the firft 
Clafſe doth humbly repreſent ro this Aflembly their 
apprehcnſions in the caſe to them propounded in a 
draught prepared for the ſeveral Congftegations belon-. 
ging to their own Aſſociation, if it ſhall be approved 
of by this Aſſembly, and which they do wholely ſub- 


4 
” 


mit to, their Judgments. | 
Ir being reprelenited to this Claſſe, and much gomplained of, 
and offence being taken, That in the ſeveral Congregations, (if 
; Not all) belonging to rhe Aſſociation, there are many perions 
of all ſorts, that are members of Congregations, and publick- 
ly enjoy ſeveral priviledges ; as, the hearing of the Word, pray- 
ers of the Church, and baptizing of their children; and fatisfa- 
con for injuries done unto them, Thar yer live in a total an 
ſinfullnegle& of the Lords Supper, that: are ſcandalous and o:- 
fenſive in their lives, drunkards , unclean perſons, ſwearets, 
' Sabbath-breakers, negle&ers of Family-duties, that will not 
 ſubje& themſelves ro the preſent government of the Chiirch, 

_ "VBurlive as lawleſs perſons,our of their rank and order, and there 
"are {undry rhar ate grofly ignorant in the main points of Chri- 
"Klan Rehgion, Theſe ate to give a that this Claſſe, lay- 
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(2) . 
ing theſe things to heart, and much grieyeg for chem, do pub- 
lich and make knowng* {OT To POE. 

1. That every Minitter belonging to this Aſſociation, ſhalf 
ſ:t apart one or two dayes, or more of the week dayes,mevery 
monech,for the catechizing of the ſeveral families betor ing 
their reſpedtive Congregations ; and for the informarion of che 
ienor:nt in thoſe families, and that-the families ro be. carechizo 
on each-of ſuch dayes, ſet apart for rhat purpoſe, have notice 
the Lords day before,to mee the Minilters either at th2Church 
or Chappel, or the Miniſters houſe, or ſome other houſe with- 
in the Congregation, that may be convenient for the neighbor=- 
ing families co meet at, thar ſhall be. appointed forſuch a day, 
as may be judged meereſt by the ſeyeral Miniſters. 

2. That notice ſhall be taken of all perſons rhat forſake the 
rublick Afſemblies of the Saints,and conſtantly turn their backs 
of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. 

3. Thar like notice ſhall. be taken” of all ſcandalous per-- 
ſons. | 

4. That they ſhall be privately adToniſhed,according tothe. 

. order preſcribed by Chrift, Zar.18. once or twice, to ſee if 
they will reform ; and that the Minitter, when hee catechizerh 
the ſcyeral families, ſhall exhorc ſuch perſons in them as hee 
findes to be of a comperent knowlede, and are blameleſſe in. 


. « 


life,thar they pretent themſelves ro the Elderfhip,that they may 


be admitred to the Lords Supper. 
5. Thar if they will neither. hearken to private admonition, 


nor admonirion of the Elderſhip, their names ſhall be publiſh- 


ed openly in the ſeveral Congregations, and they warned be- 
fore all ro reform. | 

6. That after allchis they ſhall continue obſlinate,. they 
{ſhall be caſt out, and excommunicaced. | 


Theſe things this Clafle thought fit to give publick notice of, 
being very ſenſible, that,for rhe want of the vigorous exerciſe 


of Church diſcipline, . ignorance, Atheiſm, and licentiouſneſſe 
rows upon us, to the great diſhonor of God, ſcandal of Re- 
1210n, the hazzard and undoing of many pretious ſouls,and the 


laying, 


'and'thatt 


(3) 


 Taying a blot on ſeveral Congregations ; and thetefore. they are 


reſolyed, (ſeeing themſelves neceſſitated, to this ſeverity of di- 


Teipline, for the freeing chemſelyzs fron che great gnilr of neg- 


lect of t heir on dury, that orherwiſe they ſhall be under) rs 
make uſe of that power that Chrilt hath commitred to them, 
for edification, and not for deſtruction ; although i would be 
their farr greater joy,that ther might not be occaſion of uſing 
Tl and therefore they do earneſtly in the bowels of 
Jeſus Chriſt beſeech all choſe thar are ignoranr, tht chey would 
apply themſelves diligently to the uſe of all publick and private 
means for their information, ſubmictins rhemfelyes- with all 
readineſſe to be inſtructed ; and ro conſider, thar wichour know- 
keds the minde cannot be. good : and they do allo in the name 
of ſeſus Chriſhexhont and, warn all ſuch as live ſcandilouſly, 
and in the praftice of open fins, that they, break off their ini- 
quities by repentance, and turn unto God ſpeedily with their 
whole heart, that they neirher-incurc the cenſure of being cait 
out of the Church here,nor by continuing in their ſmfult courſe, 
be kept for ever entering into the kingdone of Heaven here- 
afcer. ER \t ry 
And'touching ſuch as-turn their backs of the Lords Supper 
conſtantly, this Clafſe doth wiſh them ſeriouſly, ro' contider 
What an account they will be able ro give unto Jetus Chrut, for 
their living in the dayly negle& of an ordinance thar is ſo ex- 
ceeding neceſſary for rheix own comforc and. grow:h in grace ; 
hey would lay afide” all prejudice, wiarever ic 1s char 
hinders, .and ſubmit themſelyes unto wholeſom dofrinz , for 


o 


their own 900d, as this Clafſe hath been ready on their part to 


expreſſe all renderneſſe toward the weak, and a willingn:zMl: co 
condeſcend to the meaneſt, for the removing all occations of 
ſtumbling, ſo farr as lies in their power. And yet, con.ider.ng 
the fearfull danger that all ſuch do lay themſelves open unto, 
thar ſhall ear and drink the Body and Blood of the Lord unwor- 
thily, they do watn who:ozver comes to the Lords Table, 10 


"fake Tpecial careTS ofcen as they come, to examine rhemſelyer, 


leſt they eat and drink cheir own damnation. | 
«Burt becauſe the exerciſe of Church diſcipline muſt beyin ar 


(pWare perſons, and char if 'they negle& rheir duty of warching 


2 OVe", | 


(4) 


over, and admoniſhing one another, and bringing complaints to | 


the Elderſhip as there is occaſion, little or nothing can be done 
for the thorow reformarion of the ſeveral Congregations ; this 


Claſſe doth therefore warn all and eyery of che members be- - 


longing unto them, ro conſider the great guilr' they will lye un- 
der,if they through their negleRt,obfirut ſo needfull and neceſ- 
ſaty.a work, and doth expect therefore in all faichfulneſſe, lay- 
ing aſide all partialiry,ſlaviſhneſle, and ſelf-reſpe&s,they ſhould 
addreſſe themſelves ro the diſcharge of their duties; chit if any 
walk diſorderly, and will not be reclaimed by private admogitt= 
\ on, they making complaint thereof ro the Elderſhip,courſe may 
be taken for excommunicating' of the obſtinate, and thereby 
purging out the old leyen, to the glory of God, the delivering 
cheir own ſouls, from that guilt they will otherwiſe lye under, 
the preſerving the Ordinances from prophanarion, and the-reſt 
of - the lump from being levened, the Ropping of the mouthes 
of ſuch as ſeek occaſion againſt us, and finally the everlaſting 
welfare and ſalvation of the ſouls of thoſe thar goaftray. 


By the Provmcial Aſſembly RIicHaARD HEYRICxE 
I.6 5 7» | 


This Preſentation ts approved by the Provincial Aſſembly, 


TromMas Jonunson,Moderator, 


EDWARD Ges, Scribe. 
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' To the Blderſhip of the ſeverall congre- 


gations belonging to the Aſſociation of 
the Firſt (;lafſe at Mancheſter, with- 
in the Province of Lancaſter, T heſe. 


 Giveus leave to ſalute you, in your own Terms. 


| VE have ſeen and ſeriouſly weighed . char paper 
V / draught, Inticuled A preſentation of the firſt Claſſe at 
Mancheſter , dated the $. of Sept. 1657; contirned by th: Pro- 
vincial Afſembly at Preſton , Oftob, 6. and publiſhed at 11an- 
cheſter Church the 22. of Nov..in the aforeſaid year : and do 
publiſh this our ſenſe, and Apprehenſion of .1t, as far as is plain 
to us, nor reſting in'the Judgement and derermination'of 
any General Council contrary thereunto ( if any ſuch ſhould 


be ) much leſs to one of your Provincial Aſſemblies ; Though 


you ſeem to ſubmit ro your Provincial , what you will hardly 
oOrant to a General Council : In which we diflent from you ; 
Though in other things we ſhall joyn,as firſt. 

i. We joyn with you , -in'a deep ſenſe of the ſeverall groſs 
ſins and errours of the times , deſiring earneſtly to mourn , firlt 
for our own , next for the fins of others of our Chriſtian Bre- 
thren , and fellow members of that Church , whereof - Chriſt 


is the Head : We are grieved together with you, for rhe Scan- 


datous and offenſive lives of ſuch as live in drunkeneſs , unclea- 
neſs, ſwearing, prophanation of the Sabbath, &'c. _ 

2. We are alſo ſenſible with you ,.thar there are ſundry per- 
ſons, groffely ignorant ,.in' the main points of Chriſtian Reli- 
g10f. RTE. 


. - 3. You with usagain ( we hope ) are ſenſible and orieved 
. (though you do not ar all ntention them ) for the groſs errou 
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in judgement , and the damnable Doctrine of many , who have 
rent themſelves into as many ſeverall hereſies, as they haye into 
Seas and Schiſmes. ; | 
Thus far'we agree , nay more, touching the way of infacming 
the ignorant, and reforming the wicked and erroneous, we ſhall 
not-much difſenc. CO RIVONN9GTH A 
1. And firſt for the information atd inſtrultion of the ignorant, 
by way of Catechiz.ing, before they 'be admitted tothe Sacrament; 
The courſe by you publiſhed ( provided tt be in publique ) lictlz 
differeth from the order preſcribed by the Church of England, 
and other reformed Churches abroad, before any be admirred to 
rhe Sacrament of the Lords ſupper. RO 
2. For thoſe who erre ſo groſſely , whether in Doitrinals , or 
points of diſcipline,thereby renting from a true conſtituted (, hurch: 
Though you ſpeak nothing either of their fin or puniſh:nenr, 
yet we hope,you wirh us do hold, That the Churches lawfull Pa- 
{{ors, have the power of the Keys co:nnuted to them, to ex- 
communicate ſuch offenders. | 
3. For ſuch as are ſcandalous and wicked ia their lives ; Ad- 
monition , private and publique., 1s to be obſerved according to 
Chriſts rule Mat. 18. bur if they (till continue, and will not re- 
fo:m, the Churches laywfull Paſtors have power to excommuni- 
cate ſuch, gs 
Thus far we accord ini judgement , touching the way of in- 
forming the 12norant, and reforming wicked perſons, and ſchuſ- 
matical ; which courſe 1s ſo fully warranted by the Word of 
God, and the conſtant practiſe of the Catholique Church , that 
we 'are not ſo wayzring and un'etled in our apprehenfions of 
rhe caſe, as to ſub:nir eirher it or them,either wholly cr in part, 
to th2 contrary judgement and determination of a General 
Council 'of rhe Eaftern or Weſtefn Chuzches. ; much leſs ,to a 
new termed Provincul Aſſembly at Preſton , wherein we no lit- 
tle difter from you. | 
Orher parts of your Paper are full of darkneſs , tro which we 
cannor to fully affent , rill further explicared and unfolded by 
YO, ; Fab, a 
1, Whereas youſay, That in.the ſeveral congregations ( if not 
12 all} belonging to this eAſſaciation, there are many perſons F 
A 
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all ſorts that are members of congregations , &c. you ſeem to. 


hint , that though your grief ' may be general ( as ours ) for all 
offenders , yet your cenſures excend onely tothoſe who have 
admitted themſelves members of ſo:ne Congregation wirkin 
your Aſſociation , and yet live inorcinarely, and will not be ad- 
moniſhed : If ſothen we who never wers any members or afſo- 
ciates of yours, are not Within the yerge and compaſs of your 
Przsbyrerian diſcipline ; for what haye you to dots judge thoſe 
that are without ? wr | 


2. But whzreas your complaint , and offence taken , is, That: 


1 any there mire of all ſorts , who will rot ſubmit themſeſes ro 
the preſent Government of the Church , but live like lawleſs per-: 
ſons out of their rank and oraer. | __ 

If by the preſent Goyerhment of the*Church,you mean your 


own as may '{trongly be conjeAured you do ) then are we alſo: 


com rehended therein , and mult fall within your cenſure , and 
not onely we, but all Papilis, Anabaptiſts, and all other,of wha 
Profeſſion, and Religion ſoeyer,gho live within the Pariſh,nult 
be taken for members of. ſo-ne one 'Congregarion within your 
Afo:iation, and ſodriven-into the commen told of Presbycery, 
and bz fubje& ro your Government : Andthis (as-we ſuppolc) 


1s the cneif deſien of you, inths, asin other tranſactions of 


yours, to ſubject all co your Government , which yougarniſh 
overavith the ſp.cious tice, of Chriſts Government , Throne, 
and Sceprer, Pfesbyrery- 6 the main thing dnyen athere ; and- 
however ſhe comerh mſhetzd in with'a Godly precence of ſor- 
row , for the ſins and i3norance of the times, and a dury incum- 
bznt upon you, to exerciſe the power Which Chrift hath com- 


mirred to you;for edification,and not for deſtruction ; yet theſe 


are but as/ſo many walte papers Wher.n Presbyterte 1s wrap- 
Pe ro make it look more handſonely,ind pats more currently; 
4: Tf WT L X * . : A o 
but beyare we mult, for lJatet anger m Herba.. 


Object. Bur you ſay , For want of the vigorom exerciſe of this. 


Ecclefiaſt ical diſcipline , ignorance, eAthei!m, and Licenttouſneſs 


grows 'ufon #4, and mea live 4s lawleſſe perſons , out of their 


rank and order , becauſe not ſubjet to-your preſent Govern- 
"RB 6xfl | | ; Las. 


Se, Wepray for the eſtabliſhment &f. ſuch Church Govern a 
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(S) 
menc , throughout his Highneſs Dominions , as 18-conſbnantto; 
the will of God , and Univerſall pra&ice of primitive Churches, 
that Eccleſiaſticall diſcipline -may be exerciſed, in the hands of . 
them; to whom it was commirted by Chriſt, and left by him, to 
be transferred from hand to hand to the end:of the World; and 
ſhall readily joyn with you in humble addrefles,to his Highneſs,” 
and his great Council , for the eftablſhment of ſuch a Church , 
Government. os, | 3: 

In the mean time though there may be ſuch, who (as you ſay) 
live as lawleſs perſons , our-of their rank and order, -yer are they 
ſubje& to law, and therefore ſubject ro puniſhment, for though 
your Ecclefiaſticat {ord cannot take hold on them , the ciyill 
{word doth reach them. | | 

Your Claſs may do well then not-to contemn ( as in charity 
we hope you do not ) the authority of the civill Magiſtrate , bue 
in ſtead .of warning all and every member belonging to them,ro 
complain to the Elderſhip,of thoſe that walk diſorderly, and will 
not be reclaimed, to the end they may excommunicate them, 
That they exhort them to complain to the vill Magiſtrate, 
whoſe ſword of Juſtice is ſharper and longer,and likely ro work 
a greater reformation in the lives, and manners of men , by a 
corporal and pecuniary Mul&,then any ſword of excommunica- 


tion or other Church cenſure your Elderſhip can any way pre- 
rend unto ; 4 


There ate other parts of your paper do remain likewiſe dark, 


which we defixe may be made plain unto us ;* for whereas you 
lay, 


There are many perſons of all ſorts, &c. That will not ſub= 
mit themſelves to the preſent Goverument of the Church , bat 
live as lawleſs perſons , out of ther rank_and order.; Our Quzres 

2reupon are ; | 

1. Why Government : gular: ? is there no Eccleſiaſtical 
Goverrinent buc yours ? may not another Church have its 
Government different from yours , yet not different from that 
which Chritt hath preſcribed in his Word ? (alvis faith, yea.; 
Scrmr enim WMCHIQUE Eccleſie, &'c. And accordingly there ate 


other Churches in E-g/and different in Government from 


yours, and as good as yours. 


But 


(9) _ F23 


- But if 'youſay-yoursis the Government, ( ua! Wtoxlus.) by 
of emunency, as Chrilts own Government more immediat-_ 


ly, and j#re dio , which you ſo much defend, then why (the 
preſent ): 1s there no preſent Government in any Church ot 
Aﬀembly of Saints, bur whete your diſcipline is ereted ? Are 


all che reſt ar preſent without Goyetnment ? or where hath 


yours been this 1500. years paſt till this preſent ? Hath eAn- 
tichriſt:.an;ſne ſo overſpr2ad the face of the Church char Chriſts 
own Goyernment could neyer ger footing till this preſent ? 


But now ſubjection is required thereto of all , yer many of all 


ſores will nor ſubjeR 1 bur live as lawleſs perſons , out of-cheir 
tank and order. NT. 


Our next Quere is ; 

What? mult all choſe that obſerye not your ratiks atid orders, 
ſubje& nor themſelyes co yous preſent Govetnment, be raken 
for lawleſs perſons , our of their rank and order? Yea; fot ſo 
this cloſe connexion of yours ſeems to import, (viz...) many who 
dg-not ſubjeit but lrve, &c. 


In your paper. you further proceed', and make it an order, * 


T hat notice fhall be takgn of all perſons , that forſake the publick, 


_ aſſembly of Saints. 


-- We would gladly know hoy far you extend this Saintſhip, 
chis Chytch-and-afſembly of Saints , if co your own Chutch one- 
ly,and ſuch as ſubje& themſelves ro your Goy2rnmene ;. then 
&. eAnguſtimes Anſiver againit the Doxatiſts , who-would not 
acknowledg: a Church in- the World: bur amonegtt themſelves, 


- May alfo be yours, O'Inpudentens Vocem ! ( faich ha.) Ila non 


efÞ.,: \Ow1atw in illa\non cs: Vide ne tu 1ded non ſis ; nam illa erit 
effs twinon ſis. | w 

- Bu& if your chatiry reach further , theh to your own atlem- 
bles., :thent you'make lawleſs perſons , fiich as-will not ſubje&t 
chamdelyes:ro-your Govetnmetit , Saints ,.andimembers at leaſt 
of; thenrivititle Eftumphant Church, though none. of your pre- 
be: Church ; and then your charity-over rach- 
ern, Cai 

< [Again zwe areunfauisfiedin the: Word (. Pablique ): the pub- 
lique' alſemblres of the: Saims , Ns do- not private aflem- 


blies 


Ob 
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blies pleaſe you 2 We preſume you are not againſt private 
meetings , your own practice ſpeaks the contrary : But youwilt 
binde all ( notwichſtanding your private Aﬀemblies ) to' fre- 
quent your publique alſo , ocher wayes they ſhall be raken no- 
tice of ; What ? rhough they cannot ſubmit to your Govyern- 
ment ? Leaye you no roon for tender conſciences ? The Laws 
of ihe Lind have otherwayes provided: And if you, under color: 
of authority , will make Laws and Edits, and publiſh them 
openly in the Church, for all to odey , upon pain of excom- 
munication, contrary to the Laws in force , whether you do it 
in contempt of the civill power ,- or through ignorance of the 
Laws ; Which Later is rather to be ſuppoſed , ina charitable and 
favourable conſtruction, yet in what ſenſe ſozver it be taken, 
we much queſtion , and it concerns youto look to it , whether 
you have not run your ſelyes into a premmmre. | 

Again , wherzas you ſay , That like notice ſhall be taken of all 
ſcandalous perſons. Our next Quezre is; Whether thoſe thar 
forſake the publique Aſſemblies of Saints in rhe 2% order;, may: 
not be taken for ſcandalous , and ſo conprehended in this 37. 

"If ſo, Quare eneramint rit1bis 2 Why do you lengthen out your 
paper, and burden us with traditions , in multiplying of orders 
ſine neceſſitate ad Arthritim uſque ? | 

After the 24-and 3* orders againſt thoſe that forſake the pub- 
lIique Afſemblies of Saints, and ſuch as are ſcandalous, comes 
in a fourth, touching the ( atechameniſts in the firſt order mens 
tioned ; ( viz) That the Ain ſter when he ( atechizeth the ſe 
verall Families , ſhall' exhort ſuch perſons in them as he findes, 

ber of competent knowledge , and are blameleſs in life , that 
they preſent themſelves to the Elderſhip , that they may be ad- 
mitted to the Sacrament of the Lord ſupper : Bur What if they 
will nor preſent themſelves before the Elderſhip? The Mfmfter 
muſl exhort and admeniſh them. What 1f fill they refuſe ? 
Their names Fog be publiſhed opemy inthe ſeveral coupre= 
gations , and they warned before all to reforms, That's the 5*Þ. 
order. Mark ! Men of -blameleſs life and knowledge muſt;be 

warned before all to reform. . 
But whar 1f after all this they will not reform, but continue 
obſiinate ? Thes no admſſion to the Sacrament ; that's unplyed 
=_. 
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in the fourth order ; There's their Excomuncatio-mthinor : 
Bur that's not all, a bigher cenſure yer 3 They ſhall be caft 
ont , and excommunicated ; So ſaich rhe 6® and laſt order , the 
great Excommunication , which caſteth Qur of the Church alſo, 
and Judgeth' them no better , then Heathens, and Publicans, 
notwithitanding all cheir piety and knowledge. 

So that, in brief, all-wiltwlly ignorant and Scandalous are to 
be 1excommunicated ; and nor onely they , bur the knowing, 


and blameleſs of life, if they preſent not themſelyes to the 


Elderſhip:-\Theſe: things premiſed , lying fadly.on our ſpirics 
and conlciences , as not {ound and orthodox, for which we can- 


'not ſo readily joyn wich you , till further atisfaion be giyen 
,us, and Which the publiſher of your Paper promiſed ſhould 


begiven toall chat did defire, We therefore thought fir to lig- 


.nifie theſe our ſcruptes! ro you., and ſhall, wait earneſtly for 
2 ſpeedy farisfaRion in the particulars, remaining - 


Your Brethren deſirous of Trath , Uzity 
aud Peace in the Church. 


Tſaac Allen. 
Jo: Pollere. 
Tho : Preſtwich, 

- Leonard Egerton. 
Ferdinando Stanley. - 


OF. 
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Ar Mancheſter, Feb.23, 1657, 

The Anſ wer of the Firſt Claſta within th o 
Province of Lancaſter, unty a Pa- 
per preſented unto them at their Claſli- 
cal meeting, Jan.12. 1657. by certain 
Gentlemen , ſubſcribed by them and 
ſundry others within the bound; of ths: 
Aſſociation; | 


Gentlemen, 


"EE have peruſed your Paper, and do finde 
init ſundry raſtakes, and ſome manifeſt 
wreſtings of our plain meaning, in that 
Paper of ours, Which was publiſhed in 
our ſey-ral Congregations : And wee are 
alſo ſenſible of the ſharp refle&ions in 
ir; upon the Government, that is committed to our mannage- 
ment; and on our ſelyes. But wee ſhall not'go-about to anſwer 
you in that kinde : and therefore laying afide animoſities, and 
putting away gall and bicterneſſe , in' the ſpirit of love and 
meekneſk, - however in faithfulneſſe and plainnefle, wee ſhall 
"-endeayor to ſhew you: your Errors and re&ife—your-miltakes. 
And wee dothus farr acknowledg your fair dealing, (for which - 
| Wee give you hearty thanks) that you addrefle your ſelves unto 
us, giving us thereby the opportunity, both-ro vindicate our 
;ſelyes, and give you a right unqrſianding of: the maters where-- 
1n-you are miſtaken” —  * 
Our leaſure will nor pernut us to ſpend time abour imperti- 
nencles z. 


f 


(23) 


of Civil Authority, (Which-you in your Paper minde us-not to 
contemny and wee our ſelves do profeſledly teftifie 'all due re- 
ſpecs unto, as in duty wee are bound) wee intreat you to take 
notice , That the Lords and Commons afſembled im Parliamenc 
having reſolyed 'to eſtabliſh the Presbyterian Goyzrament 
throughour the Kingdom of Erg/and and Dominion of Wales, 
did Auguſt 19. 1645. publiſh their direRions, after advice had 
with che Aſbmbly of Divines, for the elxRing and chuling of 
Sh Fay 1nall the Congregations, and in the Claſſical Aſ- 
ſemblies for” the Cities of - London and Weſtminſter, and the ſe- 
veral Counties of the Kingdom, for the ipeedy ſettling of the 
Presbyterian Government. In theſe dire&ions, (as may be 
ſeen pay. 8.) they did ordain , That m the ſeveral Counties cer- 
tain perſons, Aimſters and others, ſhould be appointed by authori- 
. ty of ' Parliament, who ſhould conſider how the ſeveral Counties re- 
ſhettively might be moſt conveniently drvided into diſtiutt (laſſi- 
cal Pretbyteries ; and what Minfters and others were fit ro be of 
each Claſſts, eAnd that they ſhould accordingly make ſuch div- 
fron and nomination of perſons for each Claſſical Presbytery. Which 


drviſions, and perſons ſo named for every diwiſion, the appointed 


ſhauld be cortified up to the Parliament. And they further ap- 


pointed , That the ſaid ſeveral Claſſes reſpettively being appro- 


ved by Parluament within their ſeveral precintts ſhould have power 
to conſtitute Congregational Elderſhips. _ 

. ;: According to rheſe direciong,the perſons by them appointed 
fot this County mer, and: did-confider,: how it might bz moſt 
conveniently divided into diſin& Claſſical Presbyteries, and 
_ What Miniſters and others were fit to: be of each Claſs : and 


alſo made ſuch a diviſion and nomination accordingly, and cer- 
tified the-ſame-up to the|Parliamenc ; All which being done ac- 


cording t0:their direRions.and appointment, It was reſolved by 
the Lords and Commons afſembledin Parliament, O#.2.1646. 


That they did approve of the diviſion of the County of Lancatter © 


into me (laſſical Precbyeeries repreſemed fram the ſaid Conmy. 


Ang it was further reſolved ;-That thefaid Houſes did approve 


of. thei 2, miſter audetber ptr ſont repreſented from the County of 


"Tancaltes,' ft ra bs of the: ſeveral - and: reſpettive Claſſes, imo | 


+3 which * 
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which the ſaid County was divided. Which diviſion of this 
Coutity-into'nin< Clafſical Presbyrteries, and the | riiere- 
of by the ſaid Lords and Commons was forthwirh printed and 
publiſhed. In this divifion ſo mad2 and approved, The firſt 
Claſſis ts to contain Mancheſter Pariſh, Preftwich Pariſh,Oldham 
Pariſh, Flixron Pariſh, Eccles Pariſh, and Aſhton wnder-line 
Pariſh, as by what was then printed, and 1s yer extant, 1s to be 
ſeen. | Furcher,wee wiſh you to take notice, Thar in your fore- 
mentioned Dir<&ions pag.3. Direftion 6. 1t 15 there thus or- 
dained, That all Pariſhes and places whatſoever (as well privi- 
leged places and exempt Juriſdittions, as others ) be brought under 
the government of Congregational, Claſſical,and National Aſſem- 
blies, Provided, that the Chappels or places in the houſes of the 
Peers of this Realm ſhould continue free for the exerciſe of Divine 
Duties, to be performed according to the Direttory. Andalſo, 
that 1t was ordered by the Lords and Commons afſembled in 
Parhament, Decemb. 21. 1646. That the ſeveral Claſſes 11; 
Lancaſhire ſhould be one Province ; AS appears by their Order 
co that purpoſe. As there 1s alſo anether Order of. theirs of 
Oitob.t6: 1648. enabling the ſeveral Claſſes within this Pro- 
vince to ſend their Delegates to meet in'a Provincial Aſſembly 
in Preſton, and appointing the tume of their firſt meeting ; the 
number of the Delegates, that were to be ſent tothe ſaid Af- 
ſembly;and-che Qxorxm of che Aflembly,according ro the pro- 
viGon that had been made before by the Parliament, before any 
Provincial Aſſembly could by virtue of their {Authority be -ena- 
bled co a&t Provincully.. By which account thus given it is 
manifeſt, That the ſerring up the Presbyrerian Government in 
this County : The diviſion of ir into ſeyeral Claſſes : The ma- 
king of thoſe Claſſes into a Proyince,/ and their Acting Pro- 
vincially : As alſo the-appointing this  Claſſis to be the firlt, 
(that 15, the firſt in regard of the number” onely,' the account 
beginning here) was all done by Authority of Parliament. 
And thar, when wee call our ſelves the firſt Clafſis within the 
Province of Lancaſter, wee are awarranted thereto by authori- 
' ty of Parliament. And ſo-your Saluting us 11 our own terms, 
(whach wee gaye not ro our ſelyes, till the Parliament had firſt 
giyen-them to us) \vul nor ſeem ſirange to them,” that-then did, 
or 
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of-now do acknowleds that Authority and.Power; which the 
Parliament exerciſed -in thoſe times, Eſpecially. conlidering 
there was nothing done ſince, either by that Parhament or any 
other, or by his Highnzſſe and the lalt Parliament, that rakes 
from us what Was then granted, and as wee ſhall clear further 
anon... 


- In; your Preface ro what in your Paper you haye to ſay unto 
us; there 1s in the firſt place a nuſtake of that title, which was 
given by us unto ours ; (which you call a Paper drwght) for it 
yas not by us inticuled a Preſentation (as you call it) but a 


Draught, that repreſented to the Provincial Aſſembly our appre- 


henfions in a caſe by them propounded unto 4 ;, And Was approved 
by the Provincial, under -the Title of 'a Repreſentation. , Bur 
this perhaps was but the miltake -of- the Scribe, and wee inſiſt 
Not On-It. E | 

It is of greater weight and moment, to take notice of what 
Jou publiſh as your ſenſe and apprehenſions of it, ( not reſting in 
the judgment or  determination|of any general Council contrary 
thereunts ) if | any ſuch-ſhould be, much leſſe to one of our Provin- 


cial A fſemblies. Although you. tell 6, wee ſeem to ſubmit to our 


Provincial, what wee will hardly grant to a general Council ; wm 


which you prafeſſe to d fer from u. 

Wee know. very well, and have learned better from the Scri- 
Ptures, then to teſolve our Faith into the determination of any 
company of- men on Earth-wharſoever, or to build our Faich on 
the Judgment of -Synods, Provincial or. National ; or of Ge- 


neral Councils, that have been heretofore, or that may be. here- 
afcer.. Wee are ſure all menare fallible ; and Faith, rhat is a 


ſure and certain grace, muſt have a ſure -and certain Foundarion, 
which is onely the infallible and yyzitten Word of God. And if 
this onely be your meaning, you have nor us differing from you, - 


Bur yer when wee conſider, That Synods and Councils, rightly 
conſtituted and regularly called,: as they may be then of great 
uſe for light and guidance, ſo alſo that they are the Ordinance of 


. God, and by hin-inyeſted wichauchority, and ſo have an aucho- 
' Titative' Judgment. belonging ro.them, and which 1s not in prt- 


Yate pcrions, Wee dare not contemn-them, nor ſpeak fleightly gf 
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_ them. And ſeeing rhe higher Aſſemblies have gfearer Auchocrt- 


ry thenthe lower, (as there is more power in the whole, chenin 
the patt ; in the whole body, then in any one, or ſome mem- 
bers) andthar, however wee are well enough ſarisfied, that wee 
have the Authority of a Clafſe, yet wee are under the Aurhori- 
ty of the Provincial Afſembly ; Wee ſee not whetein wee of- 
fended, that wee ſubmirred our apprehenſions, in the Caſe pro- 
pounded by that Afſembly unto us,unto their Judgment. There 
1s concerning matters of Religion Jadicinum Privatum, or a 
Private Judgment ; and this belongs to all Chriſtians, who are 
ro fee with their own eyes, and judge, concerning what is teceſ- 
ſary for them ro know and beheye in matrers of this nature. 
This Judgmemr, as there is good reaſon why wee ſhould allow 
it ro our ſelves, {Oo wee ſhould Lord it over mens' conſciences,. if 
wee ſhould deny it to any. There is alſo Judicinm Publicnn 
& Amuthoritativam , eA Publick, and an Authoritative Tudg- 
ment ; and rhis is eirher Concional, which belongs re every 
lawfull Minitter-(to whom the Key of DoGrine s commicred) 
by himſelf fingly : or elſe it is Juridical, and this befongsro Sy- 
nods and\Councils,yyvho. having the Key of Diſcipline, ate inve- 
ſted with authority ro inquire into, rty, examine, cenſure and 
judg of matrers of Do&rine and Diſcipline authoticarively, (al-. 
rhough they be tyed to the rule-of Gods Word ini ſuch-proceed- 
ings, as Judges to the Layw-) & likewiſe to cenſure offenders ac< 
cording to their merit; when ſuch'caſes are regularly and orderly 
brought before them. And in'this ſeniſeiic was,thar ye ſubmirted 
our apprehenhions in: the Paper publifked ro rhe Fudemene of 
the Provincial Afembly.And we'belieye,when-the Apollle rells 
us, 1. Cor.14. 32. That the ſpirits of the Prophets:are ſubjet:to 
the Prophets : And our Savour 'Chrilt ſaith; Mat.1$. Telthe 
Church. And when' wee conſider; what was pradtiſed by-Pan/ 
-and Barnabas, and certain others (Fuho, upon 'orcafion-of a cor 
reltthar arofe 1n rhe Church at eAnrtroeh abour a matter of .Do- 
Erine,were ſent up from that Church to Jeruſalem to the Apo- 
tiles and/Efders abour that queſtion) from theſe and-attier:Scri- 
ptural grommds\wee had ſufficient / qyound/ for: ſo.dpirig;” 'Wee 
are fareaHio, That' Whitaker de! Coneitits-quaſtione quintd, arid 
Chamerns un lis P ayſtrarra de-@enmenco- Poutiflcey nb4 * Akh- 
thorutate 


_—_ 


(17) 
thoritate Pape in Eccleſia, cap.13. & cap.14. And generally all 
our Proteſtant Divines again(t the Papitts, alledging the Texts 
above-mentioned and others, do prove abundantly, that in the 


ſenſe declared, the Pope is to bz ſubje& to a general Council, 


wherein alſo ſundry Papilts do concurr with them, And queſti- 
onleſs,if in the time of Auguſtine(who was no contemner of Sy- 


nods & Councils)any in this ſenſe had declared,that they would 


not have ſubmurred their apprehenſons to their judgment, hee 
would have cried out againlt chem as well as againſt the Dona- 
tiſts,O 1mpudentem vocem ! And we hope,when you have weigh- 


edrhe matter better,you will not in this ſenſe ſee any reaſon to 


refuſe to ſubmut either your ſenſe and apprehenfions of our Pa- 
per, or What you may publiſh as your own private Judgments 
1n other matters abour Religion, to the Judgment of a general 
Council, ſuppoſing it might be had. 


Wee have now done with your Preface, and come to the 
matter ir ſelf, wherein you profeſle, | 

(1.) To joyn with us ina deep ſenſe of the ſeveral groſſe ſins 
and errors of the times, deſiring earneſtly to mourn firſt for your 
own ſins, next for the ſins of others, &'c. And here wee do hear- 
tily pray, that neither wee nor you may ally of us .condetnn 
our ſelves, either by profeſſing our ſorr6w, for What fins we 
may pra&iſe , or by refuſing to help forward the good thit we 
profeſle to allow of, but may reſtifie the truth of our ſorrow for 
our own and other mens ſins, by ſuitable endeayors to reform 
what is amiſſe in our ſelves, and helping forward eyery one in 
his place the reformation of others. | 
_ (2.) In thenexr place, you ſay, You are alſo ſenſible with us, 


that there are ſundry perſons groſly ignorant in the main points of 


Chriſtian Religion. And if ſo, wee hope you will acknowleds, 
that where, after the injoying of plenty of Preaching and the 
publick Catechizing, that hath been uſed for many-years toge- 
ther, (and much more where there. hath been leſl2 of this means) 
many continue groſly ignorant in the main points of Religion,ir 
1s at leaſt not to be candemned in ſuch Minutters, as ſhall be 
willing to take the, pains by private Carechizing to in{iruct ſuch 
perſons: This courſe being to the Miniſters a matter of pains 
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(287 / | 
onely ; and that hereupon, where the publick Carechizing at- 
tains not irs deſired end, the private may be: good md nſefull, 
that ſo poor ſouls periſh nor for lack of knowleds, 

(3.) Laftly You hope, That wee with you are Far and prie- 
ved, though, you ſay, wee do not mention them, for the pry er= 
rors 1n judgment and damnable Dottrine of many, who have rent 


themſelves into as many ſeveral Hereſres , as they have ine. 


Ceits and Schiſms. 


You may perceive by the title of our Paper, that it was a re-' 


preſencation of our appreheniions to the Provincial Afﬀembly, 
in the Caſe co-us pro>ounded by the ſaid Provincial, and whar 
chat was, wee ſhall- particularly declare: anon; (although by 
what wee {ay had been complained of,and reprefenred unto-ns,,. 
ic might be gathered) and therefore wee were chiefly to apply 
our ſelyes to thar, which was therem onr Main work and buf;- 


nefſe. Thar the grofle and damnable errors, that the looſmeſſe. 


of theſe rimes have brought forth, are to be bewatled (if ir were 
pollible) with tears of blood, 1s molt freely ro be confefled. 
And whether wee lay them nor.to-heart ih forme poor meaſure, 
God rhe ſearcher of all hearrs hze knows ; as What complains 
have been mad? of, theſe by the members of rms Claſſis, both 
in theirprayers andFxaching, men' can witnefle ; and likewiſe. 
what tellimontes haye bzen eiyen tothe rcoch of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and againſt the errors of the times, ſubſcribed with their hands 


and publiſhed to the world,thongh cherein but concurring with. 


rhe reſt of their Reverend Brethren in- this Proyince;, 1 the 
Province of London, and other Eounties of the Lang, pofterj- 
ty may reade, when wee are 1n out graves. But asto he moſt 
of the Congregations belonging to this Claſlts, the 8tear bu{- 


nefſ2 to be looked after was the uſe, of our beſt” indeavors; For 
the informing of the rgnor-m, ana the reforming of rhe (can- 


dilous, the numbers of theſe being great, .andof thoſe thar are 
fo groſly erfeneous as to- maintain dammable do&rinzs, and 
whereof you profeſſe your ſelyes to be ſo ſenhble, very nconfi- 


der2ble,in compariſon” of rhe former” : ard;mſimdry'of our - 


Congregations, if not in molt; (blefſed be'Godfor it) not. any 


ar all, that wee know of, And therefore there: was northat 
- teaſon.to make any ſuch expreſls* mention: of theſe as of the 
former. , 
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(19) 
former, alchough in our Paper wee were not herein neicher al- 
rogether lilent, as will afrer appear. NS | 

Having profeſſed your agreement with us thus farr, yo go on 
to declare your ſelves, That, touching the way of informing the 
Fnorant,and reforming the wicked and erroneous, you ſhall not muck 


difſent. And 


 (2.) You ſay, For the Information and inſtruttion of the 19< 
norant by way of Catec eng before they be admitted to the Sacr a= 


mentyths courſe by us publiſhed (provided,you ſayir be in publick,) 


little differeth from the Order preſcribed by the ( harch of Eng- 
land and other Reformed ( hurches abroad, before any-be admit- 
ted to the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. _ 

That all Children and others, (fo many as it is fit to inſtru& 
afrer that. manner)be publickly catechized,ts thit, which we hear= 
tily wiſh had:bzen & were more generally praRiſed in our own 


Church at home, as it 1s practiſed by the Reformed Churches 


abroad. And certainly, had the pnblick catechizing of Chil- 
dren and others bzen more generally and confiantly practiſed, 
there had not - been that cauſe ro complam of the grofle igno- 
rance of fimdty perfons of ripe years, and ſome of th2m'goyzr- 
nours of Families, as now there 1s. Wee do alſo underitand 
you by what you do here expreſſe, that yojudg ir nor meer, 
that the groſly ignorant ſhould be admitted ro the Lords Sup- 
per, in that you ſeem to approve of the pradtice of the Re- 


formed Churches abroad, (as of our own at home) in taking 


courſeto inform the ignorant, before they adnuc them to. the 
Sacrament of 'the Lords Supper ; And therefore wee ſee not 
how you can in reaſon deny, but there ought ro be an examin-- 
tion and trial of all perſons, before they be admitted .co the 
Lords Supper, that ſo the groſly 1gnorant may not be admitted, 
as they mighr be, if- all promitcuoutly were admitted withour 
any:trmabarall. RES Een Ys 
But whereas, in this conceſſion about catechizing, youhave a' 
Proviſe, that it b2 in publick, wee do rot ſee, why you ſhould 
fo-limic it, if it be confeſſed, thar ic is neceflary, that the 1gno-. 
rant ſhould be informed,and that catecuzing is an uſefull means 


- to\dttairathat-end; You:know:how-1t.wauld daſh fundry-know- 


ing perſons tobe: carechized: publickly wn abt = 
D 2 ut 


(20) 
But az for thoſe that are conſcious to themſelyes , that they ars 
very ignorant , If theſe ſhould be called. forth ro publique 
Carechizing , it were more likely to drive them from the pub- 
lique Afſembly,and ſo from the uſe of all means for their in- 
formation , then be availeable to this end. As touching what 
was propounded by us in our paper , as the way for their infor- 
marion ( though it was nor intended for;any ſuch a purpoſe as 
ro exclude publique Catechizing) it was done in way of con-+ 
deſcenſion to the weakeſt, and to ſhzw our willingneſs to ap- 
ly our ſelves toany courſe , ſo we might be inftramentall to 
bring poor dark -and blinde Souls to rhe knowledge of Chriſt, 
and which in our Judgement is more likely to be attained i 
many , as the caſe .ſtands with them , in a more private way of 
Catechizing in any of the wayes propounded by us , then if 
we ſhould Catechize all the ſeyerall Families publiquely before 
the whole congregation. 

( 2) Touching thoſe that erre ſo grofſely , whether in Doftr;- 
zals or points of difcipline , thereby renting from a true conſtituted 
Church, you ſay, we ſpeak nothing,either of their ſin or pumſhment, 
yet you hope, we with you do holdythat the Churches lawfull Paſtors 
have the power of rhe keyes committed to them, to excommunicate' 
ſuch offenders. | 

We have given you the reaſon alrzady , why we made not- 
ſuch expreſs mention of theſe offenders , as of the former , al-- 
chough ( as you will hereafter perceive.) we are not wholly 
filent touching eirher the ſur or puniſhment of theſe. Onely at 
preſent , becaufe you profeſs ro allow of that previous courſe. 
of -admonition preſcribed by Chriſt , in reference to the ſcan- 
dalous Mat. 18. before they be excommunicated , but here 
ſay nothing of any ſuch courle to be raken with the herericall: 
or ſchifmaricall ; ( though we hope alio of you, that you diſal- 
low it not ) We ſhall briefly declire , what courſe is to bz held 
by the rules of the Presbyrerian Government , before the ſen- 
tence of excommunuication pats againſt theſe offenders, and 
whereof our paper was not hilent. This Government , how- 
ever it gives notoleration: to an)” ſuch errours, as ſubvert the 
faith ; or any ther errours , which overthrow the power of godlt- 
weſs ; if the party , who holds them , ſpreads them , ſetkzng to. 


araw 


<0 


nature manifeſtly ſubvert that arder , Unity and Peace ,; which. 
( briſt- hath eſtabliſhed in his Church. Theſe being offnces 
cenſured by this Goyernment , ( and of which further after- 
ward, ) yet this Government preſcribes the exerciſe of pa- 
tience and long ſuffering ( eyen toward thoſe that do groſlely 
erre in Doarine as well as toward thoſe that are ſcandalous in 
life ) in the uſe of all means for the convincing them of their 
errours ; by reaſoning with-Lhem out of the Scriptures ; as we 
ſee was prattiſedin the Synod, that was held at Jeruſalem + and 
as we ſee the Fathers of th2 N:ceze-Counctl , did not diſdain 
ro reaſon and difpute with Arrizz ( though he denyed the 
Deity of Chriſt) before they condemned him : And as alſo other 
Fathers did with other Hereticks in the Synods, although of- 
rentimes 1n- vain. That ſo none might have any juſt cauſe to 
complain ,-that they were condemned, before they were fully 
heard. And as touching ſuch as run into ſuch practices , as m 
their own nature tend manifeſtly to the ſubvercing of that order 
and unity which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in the Church, it la- 
bours with theſe alſo in the uſe of all gentle means to reclaim 
them , and bring them back again tothe Church'they have renr* 
themſelves from , before ir proceed to- cenſure. As 1t dorh alſo 
put a difference between the ſeducers,and ring-leaders of a Se&;: 
and thoſe that are miſled. Having reſpe& not only to the nature 
of the offence , but alſo to the quality of the offender ; and: 
exerciſeth -patience and forbearance rowards all , ſo long as 
there is any hope of reducing them by milde corre&ion - Being 
ever. more defireous to heal , then cur off any member. And: 
thus having declared our ſelyes in this, we go an with you. 
(3) Foryouſay ; For ſuch as are ſcandalous and wicked in 
ther lives, admonition private and publique ts to be obſerved,' 
according to Chriſts rule Mat. 18. But if they ſtull continue, and: 


wall not reform , the ( harches lawfull Paſtors have power to ex-. 


communicate ſuch. 
In this you fully come up to what we hold , as to the means, 
hc 1; to be uſed for the reformation of theſe , and we are elad 


rh-r- 18 an agreement in judgement betwixt you and us thus far. - 


Neuher. can we-{e how , upon this conceſſion , you car-in rea-- 


ſort - 
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draw others after him , or to any ſach pratiiſes , as in their own 


D: Hammond, 


(22) 
ſor finde fault wich our proceedings, if there ſhould be occa- 
ſion. for. our cenſuring any-ſuch perſons , as for'their noto-ious 
offences and their obſtinacy therein z. might juſtly meric che 
higheſt cenſure. 0 Otts | 

For however , perhaps you may ſay ,- you ſtumble chiefely ar 
this, that our ruling Elders (that in your judgement may be 
bur meer Lay-men') do joyn my the Government With us-j yer 
we ſee not how this can be.any Juſt ground of ſcruple ro any of 
you, Who (1f 'we riltake not) Were all of you fatisfied in 
your conſciences touching th2 lawfulnzſs of rhe late 'Goyern- 
ment of Epiſcopacy', as it was then exerciſed , atleaſt as to 
ſubmilfion ro it. ; and wherein High-Co:mmiſhoners, Chancelors 
and Co:mmiflaries ( that were as mach Lay-men chen ,as ruling 
Elders can be in:your judgement-now ;) had-ſo great a ſhire , as 
ro ſuſpend Minitters from the exerciſe of their Mimitty , upon 
ſuch complaints as, according to the orders, that: Were ap- 
pointed in thoſe dayes ,. they might take cognizince of, and fo 
far , as to decree the ſenrence of, excommunication againſt them 
and others , as there was occafion for it. a OTE: 

Bur here we muſt yer fureher profeſs, we do:nor know, whom 
you mean by 'lawfull-Paftors, to whom you'here $rant the 
power of excommunication. Some we know , there are , that 
would make the Dioceſan Biſhops the onely Paſtors of the 
Church, and that.orher Miniſters do bur ofticiate by depura- 
tion from them and under chem. - We hope youare not of the: 
minde of rhzſe. -For then , as'the-difſent ih judsement betwixr 
you and us would be far greater, then as yet we apprehendic 
1s ; ſo hence ic will follow , thar, till Prelacy ſhould be reſtored, 
there .mult not ( 1f you would provide for the ſafety of rhe 
perſons and eſtares of -chzm chat ſhould'njanhage rite Govern- 
ment ) be rhe diſpencing of -any Chiirch cenſtres ar att; For” 
you may eakly. know, that not only by Acts and Ordinances: 


of Parlimznt before made for th: abolithing of Archbiſhops' 


and Biſhops, &@'c. ( and which are confirmed by the late hum- 
ble Advice aflented unto by his Highneſs ſeF. 12. ) the office 
and juriſdiction of Dioceſan Biſhops 1s'raken away. But there 
is. yet a further Barre put-in-againſt Prelacy int the 11. ſt, of che 
aforeſaid humble Adyice/; where it is exprelſly cautioned, ( and 
We 


bs. 
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we judge i was out of a conſcientious mindfulnafs.ef what had 

21 1n choſe very eernes.coveiumted agatnit Y:that the liberty, 
chat is granted coſome , be not ekfended ro:Papery and Pre- 
lacy. And-therefore if any Dioceſan Biſhop ſhould exerciſe 
his juriſdi&ion , and excommunicate any perſon withiti this 
Land, wherein by Authority ( as yau may ſee afterward) 
rhere.is.alfo.gn appomtment of: another Government , we leays 


1-10 thoſe;;. that are learned m the Law, co determine; whether. 


ſuch Diocefan' Biſhops would nor. run themſelves thro a' pre- 
mMArnire., 4.4 [5-54 

- Bur if you .donoet teſtran lawfult Paſtors ro theſe onely, 
our. doubr yetis,. Whether you mean nor onely ſuch Minifters, 
2s Were ordained by Idtacetan Biſhops, exclnding:choſe our of 
the tumber'; that , firice their being raken' away ,(have been 
ordained by Presbyters onely 2  : , CE LEN 
- Tf this be your ſenſe , we ſhall onely.ac preſent minde you, 
of what is publiſhed, to be che:Judgement of D” Upper lare 


Pramare. of. /re/and', 1n a Book lately pur forchiby D* Berpard, 
Preacher.to-the Honourable Sociery af Grayes-Jwrrz and whom, 
though a firanger ro:us , and one of a differentgudgementfrom 


us .in the point of Epiſcopacy. ,/ yer We-reverence for his mbde- 
ration and:profefſionof his defiresTor peace; wiſhing that ſuch, 
as da confent in. iſubſtamials for: matter of \Rattreue', would con- 
fatr of. forat'conjanikiog in point. of Drſerplane. '. That provate 1u- 
terefts and .crrcumſtantials:moght nat ktep themrhnsfar aſunder. 


” In.which wiſhvas.we dy cotduily-joyn onpidfies, ſo we hearti- » g,y 110 ug 
ly deſire , that all godly and'moderare ſpigired men throughout of bis i 
the Land-would al fo:clafe; 'But:the book, which rhe ſaid DoRor Book, 


hach hcely publiſhed; 1s. mrtieuled. The Jadgement of the late 


Archbiſhop.of Atmagh und Arimate of ireland, &c.. In this 
Book\ his Doctor: tells.us ; that the late Primate in Anſwer ro. 
a letter of . his {-ſ{entco. thin as m:{hon{dfeem for rhar purpoſe ) 


decl.res. his Judgement, touching the ordination of che Minittry 


in-th - Reformed Churghes in France and Holand. There he faich, 


that Eprſe CaPaes RP reshyihr. graam rantun aifferunt , #02 0rdine. 
And. cxonſequently:;,..that :in'places, where Biſhops cannor. be 


had., the«ordination 'by\Presbycers:ttanderhyalid. And in the 
cloſe of tilts: Anifwer-abour rhis: point -he faith ; 'That for the - 
ate eftifying- 
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ſtandeth valid. And conſequently, 1f you 


(24) 


teſtifiying of * his Commumon wh the Churches (of the T;ow- 
Connryes) of whom he had ſpoken immediately before : and - 
which he there profeſſeth, He doth love and honour as true mem- 
bers of the Mmwverſall ( hurch : ( notwithſtanding the difference, 
that was betwixt him and them about the point of Epiſcopacy ) 
he doth profeſs, That with like affettion he ſhould recerve the 
bleſſed Sacrament at the hands of the Dutch Miniſters , if he 
were in Holland , as he. ſhauld ds at the hands of the French 2Mi- 


niſters if, he were in Charenton. See pag. 125. and 126. Hence 
you may perceive , that the Judgement of D* #ſher was ; Thar 
rhe Ordination of Presbyrers, where Ry cannor be had, 

of his opinion, 
(and you muſt-have franger-reaſons,theneyver yet we. haye ſeen, 
xo bear you out therein 1f you judge otherwiſe ) they ought ro 
be eſteemed [awfull Paſtors , ro whom you grant the power of 
Excommunication , Biſhops being now taken away , and may 
not therefore ordain according tothe preſent Laws of theLand. 
The ſaid D* Berzard hath fome animadverciſements upon that 
Letter (in which D* #ſher doth deliver his judgement, as above 
ſad) and. there: ſhews, thar he was not in this Judgement'of 
-bis f1ngular. He alledgeth D* Daverant , that pious and learn- 
ed Biſhop: of Sarizbwry , a5 conſenting with him-in it (inhis 
determinations. gueſt.:.42..) and producerh che-principall of 
theSchooleman, Gulwlmmn Pariſienſis , Gerſon, Durand , &Cc. 
and declares.4r to be the. Generall-opmnion of the Schoolemen ; 


.. - « Epiſcopatum ut diſtingaritar a ſimpler ſacerdotio non eſſe aliym 


ordinem , &c. ſee pag. 130. of the aforenamed Book , 'as alſo 
pag. 121. 132. Whete the concurrence of D* Davenant with 
D* Vſher in his judgement abour this matter is declared more 
filly, Headdes alſo'orhers,.as in ſpeciafl  D® Richard Field 
1-1 lorned .Boak! of the Church ib. {36 cap.:39. and /16:;'x; 
cap. 27» Andalſo thari Book intituled .M& defence of the Ordina- 
110n of the CMimfters of the Reformed Churches beyond the Seas, 


maintained by Archdeacon Maſon againſt the Remaniſts, And 


further he fairh ; Fle hath been aſſured, it was not ontly the Tud- 
.gement of Biſhop Overall ; but-that.be had a principall hand in it. 
ri tEilus,, chat the fore-mentioned Author producer many teſt;- 
momes'5,n\The M of the Sentences, \and moſt of the Schoolemen, 
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' Bonaventure , Thomis Aquinas , Durand , Dominicus Sots, 
Richardus Armachanus , Toſtatus , Alphonſus a Caftto, Gerſon; 


: 


Petrus Canifius , to have affirmed the ſame ; aud at laſt,quoteth” 
Medina a pr:ncipall Biſhop of the Coxncill of Trent , who affirmed, _” 


That Jetome , Ambroſe, Auguſtine, Sedulius, Pcimafius; Chry- 


ſoltoine, Theodorer, Theophyla& were of the ſame judgment al- 


ſe. But you may $2e thele things your ſelyes in D* Bernard, 
P4g.132,133,134. Wee hayz been onely at the pains to tran- 
ſcribe them. 

Wee could alledg many more Teſtimonies to proye this : But 
wee count theſe ſufficient ; and do alleds thete the rather, be- 
cauſe brought by one that 1s of the ſame Judgment yuh you, as 
wee ſuppoſe. 

Bur having declared how farr you accord with us in Judg- 


ment, touching the way of informing the ignorant, and refor- 


ming the wicked perions , and ſchiſmatical, &'c. | die rell us ; 
That you are not therein ſo wavering and unſettled i your appre- 
henſions of the Caſe, as to ſubmut either it or thew,euther wholly or 
211 part, to the contrary Judgment and determination of a general 
Conncil of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, much leſſe to a new 
termed Provincial Aſſembly at Preſton ; wherein you profeſſe no 
little to differ from ws. 

Thar, which wee ſubmitred wholly to. the Judoment of the 
Provincial Aftembly, was not, whether Catechizing was a way 


appointed by God in his Word, for the information of the 1g-_ 


norant ; bur.in what way of Catechizing (as 1s expreſſed in our 
Paper) the ignorant in our Congregations, who never offered 
rhemſelyes unto the Sacrament, were molt like ro b2 brought 
ro ſome meaſure of knowledg ; and which is nor a matter of 
DoEtrine but of Order onely. Neither was it by us ſubmitted 
ro that Afſembly ; whether the cenſures of the Church were 
the means appointed by Chriſt for the reforming of the ſcanda- 


Tous ? But, whether it might nor be meet pro hzc & nunc, and as 


the preſent caſe ſtood, to apply the Cenſures ? (and ſo pur in 
practice at this time that, which in the General wee were ſiiffi- 
ciently afluredfrom the word of Truth, was the way for their 
x:formation)) and with which wee were both by God and Man 
mtruſted to diſpenſe unto thoſe that were openly ſcandalous in 

| Our 
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(26) 
eur Congregations 3 However they contented themfelyes to 
kve in the want of the Lords Supper , nor ever preſented them- 
ſelves to the Elderſhip to be ad:yutted ro it, And this (becauſe 
meerely cir:umſtantiall , as to the diſpencing of the Cenfures 
atthis tine and to ſuch Perſons ) we think herein we owed the 
Provinciull Aſſembly ( unto whoſe Authority we profeſs our 
ſelves to be ſubject ) ſo much reſpect and dury , as to fubmis - 
our apprehenkons in a Caſe of this nature ( which they had pro- 
rounded unto us to be ſeriouſly weighed, as they had done to. 
the reſt of the Clafles within this Province”) unto their Jud- 
gement , and to take their concurrent approyall along with 
us , before we proceeded to practiſe in a matter of this weight, 
And yer we haye declared before, That howeyer we are not ſo 
wavering and unſettled in matters of faith , as to reſolye our 
bzlief into the determination of Syzods or Councils , believing 
no more, nor no otherwiſe, then as they derermine : Yer 
that It 1s not our of the compaſs of the authority of a Syed to 
examine , try and authoritatiyely to cenſure Do&trines as well 
as-matters of Diſcipline. And we think ( how confident ſoever 
you may be of the ſoundneſs and orthodoxneſs of what in 
your Paper you propound in way of exception again{t any thin 
In ours ) you haye not ſuch clear and inqueſtionable ground 
from Scripture for the ſame , that you were to be accuſed of 
wavering or. unſetrledneſs, if you had ſubmitted the ſame to- 
have been examined and tried by a Proyncial Aſſembly : and 
much leſs, 1f you could haye had the opportunity of tubnut- 
ring 1t to the Cenſure of a General Coundal. 
But whereas menrtoning our Provincial Aﬀembly at Preſton, 
ou call ic a new termed Provincial Aſſembly, If your meaning 
ho , that the terming it a Provincial Afembly in itead of a Pro- 
vinclal Syod 1s a new term, then this 1s bur onely a Dogon 
machia, and not much ro be mtiſtedon. Although we fre- 
quently call it a Provincial Syzod as yell as a Proyincial Afſem- 
bly. But if your meaning be ; That it is a new termed Provin- 
cial Aſſembly at Prefton. Becauſe Provinciall Synods or Aﬀent- 
blies haye been held bur larely at Preſfon\, we fee not ( if Pro- 
vincial Aſſemblies be warranrable, and have'beett of ancient uſe 
in the Church ) that having been long t-dis-ufe , rhey begin of 
late 
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late to be held at Preſton, that can juſtly incurre your cenſure ; 


Bur if the Antiquity of ſuch Aſſemblies be that you queſtion : 
Then we referre you to What D* Bernard inthe Book of his 
aboye quored, ſhews was the Judgement of D* Vſher ( who is 
acknowledged by all that knzw him , or are acquainted yyith his 
works, to have been a great Antiquary ; however we alleadge 
him not , that you ſhould build your faith upon his Teſtimony) 
and which we think may be ſufficient to vindicate Provincial 
Aſſemblies tn your thoughts from all ſufpition of noyeley. In 
thar Book you have in the cloſe of it propoſals touching the 
Reduction of Eptfcopacy unto the form of S;xod/cal Goyern- 
ment received in the ancient Church. And tit thus begins. By 


* the Order. of the Church of England , all Presbyters are charged 


to adminiſter the Dottrine and Sacraments, and the Diſcipline of 
Chriſt , as the Lord hath commanded, and as this Realm hath re- 
served. And that they mught the better underſtand , what the 
Lord hath commanded herein, The exhortation of Paul to the 
Elders of Epheſus AAs 20. 28. 2 appornted to be read unto then 
at the time of their Ordination, A little after it 15 acknoykedoed, 
That Ignatius by Presbytery mentioned by Paul 1 Tim. 4. 14. 

did underſtand the Community of the reft of the Presbyters or El- 


ders , who then had a hand , not onely in the delivery of the Do- 


 Crine and Sacraments , but alſo is» the adminiſtration of the 


Duſciplize of Chriſt. And for further proof. Tertullimn zs a/- 
leadged in his Generall Apologie for Chriſtians. Where he ſaith, 
that in the Chnrch are uſed exhortations , chaſtiſements and di- 
wine cenſure ; For Judgement is gruen with great advice , 4s a- 
mong thoſe , who are certain , they are in the ſight of God, And 
# #5 the chiefeſt foreſhewing of the Jullgement to come , if any man 
have ſo offended, that he be baniſhed from the Communion of 
Prayer , and of the Aſſembly, and of all holy Fellowſhip. The 
Preſidents , that bear rule therem , ave certain approved Elders, 


' who have obtained this honanr, not by reward, but by good report. 


There alſo i further ſhewed , That u matters of Eccleſiaſtical 


. Judicatare , Cornelius Biſhop of Rome uſed the received form of 


gathering together the Presbytery. And that Cyprian ſufficiently 
declares of what Perſons that conſiſted ; When he wiſheth hims to 
read his Letter so:the flouriſhing Clergy , which there did prefias 
F E 2 
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or rule with him. eAzd further, That in the 4'" Council of 
Carthage it was concluded. That the Biſhop might hear no mans 
Cauſe without the preſence of the Clergy. And that otherwiſe the 
Biſhops ſentence ſhould be void , unleſs it were confirmed by the 
Clergy. And yet further. That this ss found inſerted into the Ca- 
1015 of Egbert ( who was Archbiſhop of York. un the Saxon times) 
and. afterwards 1zto the body of the Canow'law it ſelf, It ts here 
alſo acknowledged , T hat m our Church, thiskind of Presbyteriaz 
Government hath been mnch diſuſed Yet that it did profeſs , thas 
every Paſtor -hath a right to rule the Church ( from whence alſo 
the name of Rettor was at firſt grven unto him) and admimſter 
che Diſcipline: of- Chriſt , as well asto diſpence the Doltrine' and 
Sacraments , &c. -By. all which it 1s acknowledged , and alſo * 
proved ; That the form of Government by the. united ſuffrages 
of the Clergy, is ancient : and which 1s there in expreſs termes 
eflerced ; as 1t:might be demonfirated by many more Teſtimo= 
nies., but that we conceive theſe already mentioned are ſuſh- 
cient , and being alleadged by the aforementioned Author, 
As alſo eyidencing what his own Judgement was in this point; 
may be more likely ro ſway with you ( if inthat there ſhould 
be a diſſent betyixr you and us ) then any thing , that ywe-could 
our ſelyes produce. Bur in this reduction of - Epiſcopacy to 
the form of Syzodical Government recetyed in 'the ancient 
Church \, there are propoſals of Afſzmblies. of Paſtors ' within 
certain: limited. bounds. Whith-( ſaving that they are ſome of 
them ſomewhat lirger then -ours, which is but a circumſtan- 
ttal difference ) do hold proportion ith the Clafſical ,. Pro- 
vincial , and National Afſzmblies,: mentioned in the form of 
our Church Government. As alſo the times propounded there 
for their meeting , the poyy-r of theſe Aſſemblies , and whar 
they were to have-Cognizance of, and the ſubordination: of 
the leſſer to the greater , With liberty of Appeal, if need 
ſhould require, and are the ſame in ſubltance as with us. -And 
all rheſe were propounded ,. as the way of Government in the 
ancient Church, andinthe year 164r. ( after the troubles, that 
had riſen in Scsr/ard about Epiſcopacy and rhe Ceremonies , and 
b-fore the ſerting up of the Presbyterian Government in-this 
Land, had ſo much as. fallen under.debate.in the Parliament, 
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To fr as eyer we heard of) as an exvedient to prevent the trou- 
bles, thar did after ariſe in this Land abour the matter of 
Church Government , being for the moderating of Epiſcopacy ; 
That at that tine was grown to that height , that ic had quite 
taken away fron the Pattors that rule, thar of right did belong 
unto them ; And for the ReduRion of 1t to the ancient form 
of Synodicall Government. And therefore in the Judgement 
of this learned and reyerend Antiquary , our Provincial Aftem- 
bly at Preſton ( where the Paſtors of: the Churches are mem- 
bers, as he acknowledgerh of right: they ought to be 1n-ſuch 
Aſſemblies ) would: nor hay2 beert accounted a n2zw termed 
Provincial Afembly. 

But you-.go On andrell us. That other parts of our Paper are 
fall of darkneſs , to which you ſay , you cavmnot ſo fully aſſent , till 
farther explicated and unfolded by us. | 

We cannot apprehend any ſuch darkneſs in our Paper, as 
you ſpeak of. Bur yer becauſe 1n yours, you queſtion what aurho- 
rity we haye from the ciyil Magiſtrate , forwhat we do, and 
likewiſe the exrent of it : and your miſtakes of our meaning 
may perhaps ſone of thzm arife from your unacquaintedneſs 
with the rule we walk by. Alrhough we were not to be blam- 
ed for any miſtakes , that might ariſe ab :1gnorantia juris ( Wwhe- 
ther ſimple or affe&ted,that we determin2 not,but leave you to 


examine ; ) Before we come to make Anſ\er more particularly 


to What follows, we are willing to be at {one panes to give 
you ſome further account of th2 power We: are aWarranted by 


the civit Authority , for to exerciſe. - To what perſons wichin 


our bounds it extends it ſelf : and what ſone of thoſe rules are; 
that are preſcribed unto us by civil Authority , to walk'by in 
the exercile of that power we are berruſted with, - - 

It is a general and common miltake amongſt many , thatthe 
Presbyterian Government was eſtabliſhed by rhe Parlianent 
bur for three yeers, and that therefore ic is now exvired and 
out of date. Bur if you: peruſe all thar paſſed in Parliament 
rouching 1t, no ſuch matterviftt appear. The directions of the 


Lords and ( ommons Aſſembled in Parliament , after advice had. 


with the Aſſembly of Drvines,for the'Elefting and chuſmg Ruling 


Elaers in all the Congregations ," and m the Claſſical Aſſemblies; 
for 
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for the (ties of London aud Weſtminſter , and: the ſeveral 
Countiys of the Kingdom ; For the ſpeedy -ſetling of the Presbr- 
terian Government , bearing date Auguſt. 19. 1645. Their Or- 
dinance together with Rules and Direftions, concerning ſuſpen- 
701 fromthe Sacrament of the Lords Supper, in caſes of Ignorance 
SSIoaade/t, dzted Otob.20.1645. The Votes alſo of the ſaid 
He%ſes for ihe Choiſe of Elders throughout the Kingdom of En- 
oland and Dominion of Wales wm the reſpethive Pariſh ( harches 
and Chappels , according to the direttions before mentioned. And 
touching the power granted to the Tryers of Elettons of Elders, 
Of the uate of Feb. 20. 1645. and F:b. 26. 1645. Their Ordi- 
auce for keeping ſcandalous Perſons from the Satrament of the 
Lords Supper ; rhe enabling of Congregations for the choice of 
Elders, aud ſupplying of defeits in former Ordmances and Di- 


rettions of Parhament concermns Charch Government , bearing 


dare Morch 14. 1545. The Remedies preſcribed by them for re- 
moving ſun obſtruitions in Church Government,dated Aprill.224 
I647. Ard their Ordinance for the fpeedy dividing and fetling 
the ſeverall Counties of -this Kingdom into diſtintt ( laſſicall 
Presbyteries and Congresationall Elderſhips, dated Jan 29.1647. 
We lay, all theſe were paſ{-d abiolutely without any provi. 
ſo's at all, limiting the time ot their continuance , that 1s ex- 
ered in any of them. Indeed in the Ordinance of Parla- 
ment 9tyinz power £o all che Clegical Presþyreries wichm their 
r:ſ\p2c:ive bounds, 19 exarunezapprove and ordam Minifters for 
ſererail Congregations , date Nov. 10. 1645: It 1s provided 
in che Clole of it, That it ſhall jiand in force for twelve moneths, 
Ana #0 lo:iger. As tis provided in anocher Ordinance for the 
O-dination of Miniſters by the Claſhc?H Presbyrers within 
their reſpective bounds for the ſeyerall Congregations m the 
Kingdom of , Englazd bexring date Auguſt. 28. 1646. That it 
ſhall flazd ia force for three years and no longer. Whuch latter 
mM1gnht vive to ſome ( that reok but the marrer upon report ) 
an 0cca.ion fo concelye, that the Presbyterian Government 
Was ſettled bur 557 three years, Alkoach chart was burill ap- 
plied ro all che (evrill Orlinances that had :paſſed before , 
which belongzd onely ro one. Bur the Ordinance'eſpecaally, 
from \hich chietely ( as we conceive) the miſtake aroſe abour 
| ſettling 


(3E) 
ſettling the Presbycerian Government for three years onely, 
was the Ordinance that paſſed Jaxe 5. 1646. Thetitle yhere- 
of is, eAn Ordinance of the Lords and (ommons Aſſembled 
in Parliament , for the preſent ſettling ( without further deliy ) 
of the Presbyteriall Government 1 the Church of England.In the 
Cloſe whereof it 1s ordained. That rhis Ordinance ſhall cox- 
traxe for the ſpace of three years, and no loager, unleſs both Houſes 
think, fit to continue it, But if the matter of this Ordinance be 
conſulted , it 1s manifeſt it was but touching a Committee of Lords 
and Commons to adjndge and determine ſcandalous offences not 
formerly enumerated , appointed by the Ordinance tn ftead aud 
place of Commiſſioners mentioned 1# the Ordinarce of March 14. 
I645. And alſo ſkewing how the Elderſhips were to proceed in the 
examination of ſuch ſcandalous offences. And touching what 
power was granted to the ſaid Committe: , and m what ſort they 
were to proceed , as ts clear to any , that ſhall but take the paines 
zo peruſe that Ordinauce, The ground whereof in the preface 
ro 17, is made to be this. The Lords and (, ommons in Parliament 
holding their former reſolution , that all notorious aud ſcandalous 
offenders ſhall be kept from the Sacrament , have thought fit to 
make a further addition to the ſcandaloms offences formerly enu- 
merated, for which men ſhall be kept back from the Sacrament. 
And leaft the ſtay of the enumeration , ani the no naming of 
Commiſſioners to judge of Caſes not ennmerated , ſhould hinder 
the putting in execution the Presbyterian Governemen: already 


eftabliſhed , They have thought fit ,&c. Ant do therefore ordain 


a Committee ( therein particularly nominated) in ſtead and place 


of (, om ſſioners. 
The groundleſneſs of the miſtake about fetrling the Presby - 


rerial Government for three years onely , thit might ariſe 


from the proviſo in this Ordinance , 1s ſo clear to any common 


underliancing;, - chat the bare recirall of che ſum of the matter 
of this Ordinance , and the croind of making it , dottimake 
it ſo fully to appear, that ie were but lolt labour to uſe any 
mor2 words about tr. Bur ye toye parctcularly mentioned all 


that: ever paſſed the Parliament ( ſo far as we have eicher ſeen 


or: heard of) char Hichereo concerned Church: Government , 
unull-che-year 1643. hen the form of Charch Government to 
by bz 
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be uſed in the Church of England and Ireland was agreed upon 
by the Lords and Commons A ſſembled in Parlament, after Ad- 
vice had with the Aſſembly of Dives ,. and was ordered by them 
to be printed Augult. 19. of the faid year 1648, Andthis O:di-. 
nance ( wherein all that had paſſed the Parliament before in 
parts , and at ſeverall times , and What ever was but temporary, 
by vertue of other Ordinances ( ſo far as was intended for . 
continuance ) are. moulded up into a complete body, with a 
ſupply of ſundry things that. had been never mentioned nor 


- publiſhed before in orher Ordinances ) 1s without any limita- 


tion of time for 1ts continuance, and remains unrepealed to 
this day , for any thing we hive ſeen or heard co the contrary. 
Nay we think ( as we ſhall rouch upon anon )) That hy the 
bucable Advice , aflenred to by his Highneſs, this Ordinance 
( as well as others ) recetyes ſtrength, 


Burt by this full account: given, we think we haye made. ic 


ſufficiently to appear , that we have had the Authority of the 
civill Magiſtrate to bear us out, in what we have ated fince the 
firſt ferting up of the Presbyterian Government untill this pre- 
ſent. Except there be any , that can come forth, and charge 
us to have tranigrefled the rules appointed by the Parliament 
for us to obſerve in our atings, againſt which our own inno- 
cency only ſhall be our defence. _ 

It now remaines for your further ſatisfaRtion and our own 
vindication , that we regite ſome things particularly out of the 
form of Church Goyernment , whichwe concelye are thereunto 
{ubſervient, | 


In the very firſt Words of the Ordinance ( according to what 


we have betore recited in the dire&kions for the eleQting and 
chooling of ruling Elders, and is there alto to be found) you 
may find 1: thus. Be t ordered and ordained by the Lords and 
Commons in Parliament Aſſembled and by Authority of the ſame, 
That all Pariſhes and Places whatſoever within the Kingdom o 

England and Dominion of Wales , ( as well Priviledged Places 
and exempted juriſdittions , as others ), be brought _—_ the Go 
vernment of Congregational , Claſſicall , Provinciall and Natio- 
nall Aſſemblies, &c. Where ut 1s to us unqueſtionable, That 
by vercue of this appointment , ſuch as live within the bounds 


of 


7” 


any .omember of the Congregation to admonſh , and rebuke , to 


ſuſpend from the Lords Table, thoſe who are found by them, to 


(33) : 

of out ſeyerall congregations and Pariſhes ar2 under th: power 
of ſome one'or other of the Congregational Eldzrſhips, conſti- 
rured by Authority of Parliament within our ſeverall Pariſhes ; 


And that all thoſe, that live within the bounds of our Cl:fſi; 


( mentioned before ) are under the power- of our Claffic-l 
Aſſembly, conſtrured in like manner by the ſaid Authoriry. 

What power is given particularly to the congregationall El- 
derfhips,you may finde in the aforeſaid form of Church Govern- 
ment, and unro Which we refer you ; onzly we ſhall minde 
you, That by vertue thereof , they have prwer , «s they ſhall ſee 
uſt occaſion , to enquire mto the knowledge and ſpirituall eſtate of 


be 1gnorant. aud (candalous , and to excommunicate according to 
the rules and direttions after following. And it is thereby or- 
dained , That the Examimation and Judgement of - ſuch Perſons, 
as ſhall. for thetr 1gnorance in the points of Religion , mentioned in 
that Ordinance , not be nies to the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper ,» # to be tathe power of the Elaerſhip of every C ongreg a- 
ton, All which will appear by the expreſs Letrer of the faid 
Ordinance, to any , that will confulr ir, and which nor only 


, juſtifies all that 1s praQtiſed in that caſe by the ſeyeri]l Elder- 


ſhips., bur alſo ſhews what grounds this Claflis had for rhac 
which was mentioned in- our Paper, touching both whart is 
cher<in appointed to the Miniſter about Catechizing Families, 


and alſo concerning the Miniſters exhorrting ſuch , as in the ſc- 


verall Fanulies he.ſhould finde to be of competent knoyylemge, 


and know to be of blameleſs life, Thar they ſhould preſent 


themſelyes to the Elderſhip ; The Triall and Judgement in rns 
INT belonging to any one Miniſter alone , bur to the El- 
rſhip. 
| There are alſo rules and dire&ions given in this Ordinance to 
be obſerved. by the ſeverall Elderſhips,, concerning ſuſpenſion 
from the Sacramenc of the Lords Supper in caſes of ſcandall, 
which may be ſeen there particularly, Bur there is no rule gt- 
yen, that will allow either the Elderſhip or Clafſis, according 
co the ſeveral powers to them therein granted , either to warn 


before all, or ro excommunicate knoyying and blameleſs men 
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for their meer not preſenting themſelyes before rhe Elder- 
ſhip. 

The rules of this Government preſcribe otherwiſe 3 as we 
our ſelves muſt alſo nzeds profefs , that we are not conſcious 
roour ſelves , that we have given any juſt occaſion by our ma- 
navement thereof , That contrary to the expreſs rules appoine- 


ed ther=in to be obſerved by us, and to the plain ſenſe of our : 


expreſſions uſed in our Paper ( of which afterward, ) any 
ſuch a thing ſhould have been ſo much as ſuppoſed to have been 
intended from any thing there expreſſed. 

Give us leave to proceed a lictle further , to lay open rhe or- 
der that 1s pre ſcribed in the above menttoned form df Church 
Government, touching the order of proceeding to excammunt- 
cation ; Which as it will awarrant the publiſhing of mens names 
openly in the Congregation , and yarning them before all ro 


reform , being ſuch as are juftly cenſurable by the rules there-- 
of , and particularly yehere 1 preſcribes, that ſeveral publigne 


admonitions ſhall be gruen to the offenders, 8&c. So it will awar- 
rant us in any thing, that 1s made cenſurable by that Paper of 
ours , that was publiſhed. | 

To make this to appear , as alſo to ſheyy what reaſon; we 
had to make known to the ſeveral congregations Within our 


bounds , what our Paper held forch. We ſhall here declare, - 


what offences are cenſurable with this greateſt and laſt cenſure 
of Excommunication , according to the ordef , thar 15 there 
preſcribed , and which, as it requires , that it be 1nflifted with 


great and mature del:beration,and after all other good means have 


been eſſazed ; ſoit appoints in theſe expreſs Words, 


' That ſuch Errours in prattice 4s ſubvert the Faith, or any other 


Errours , which overthrow the power of Godlineſs ; if the part 'y 
who holds them , ſpread them, ſeeking to draw others after hint ; 


ard ſuch fins in praftice , as cauſe the Name and Trath of God ta 


be blaſphemed , cant ſtand with the power of godlineſs ; and ſuch 
prattif , 45 in their - nature MAR Eras that oy 
umty and Peace , which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in ha Charch ;; 
and particularly all thoſe ſcandalom ſins, for which any Perſon is 
to be ſuſpended from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper , obſti- 


aately perſiſted in ; theſe being publiquely known , to the juſt ſcan- © 
| dal: * 


(3s). 
dal of the Church ; The ſentence of Excommunication ma 1 ana 
| onght to proceed , according to the direttious after following. 
But the "Perſons , that hold other Errours in Judgement, about 
which learned and Godly men poſſibly may and do iter, and which 
ſubvert not the faith , nor are deſtruttive to godlineſs ,or that be 
guilty of ſuch fins of infirmities, as are commonly found in the 
Children of God : or being otherwiſe ſound in the faith, aud holy is 
lofe ( and ſo not falling under cenſure by the former rules) en- 
avour to keep the unity of the ſpirit tn the bond of Prare ; and ds 
Jet ont of conſcience not come up to the obſervation of all thoſe rules, 
whuch are or ſhall be eftabliſhed by eAuthority , for regulating the 
outward worſhip of God , and Governmen! of his Church, The 
fe _ of excommmucation for theſe cauſes ſhall not be denounced 

A ”, 

STheſs things this Claſſis taking into Conſideration , rogether 
with the power they were betrutted wich by God and Man, for 
the diſpencing the cenſures of the Church , in the caſes cen- 
ſurable by the rules here laid down and elſewhere, in the form 
of Church Government : And there having been in the Proyim- 
dall Agembly ſeverall debates rouching ſuch Perſons as in che 
ſeveral Congregations were ignotant and ſcandalous , who 
offered not themfelyes to the Sacrament , not to rhe Elderſhip 
in order to their admiſſion to ir : and they commendaing it to 
the ſeveral Claſſical Presbyreries co be confidered of, wherhet 
ſome further courſe was nor to be held , for the information of 
the one , and the reformarion 'of the orher, then yet had been 
caken , notwirhſtanding their negle& ; atid what they judged 
firteft ro be done for the attaining thoſe ends z afidco repre- 
ſent their thoughts therein ro the next Aſſembly. This Clafhs 
upon the whole concluded to repreſent their apptehenſions in 
rhe Caſe, as isexprefſed in the Papet that was publiſhed, winch - 
was approved of before by the Provincul Aﬀembly , and which 
they judge is ſufficently awatrarited , in regard of any rthing 
therein \contained,, by the rules exprefſed in the above men- 
tioned fora of Church Government. 

We having thus far ſhewed what we have been ,. and are 
awarranted ro practice by the ſeveral Ordinances above men- 
toned, we ſhatl now proceed POE to declare, That how. 
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ever we are no Lawyers, and therefore leave the determination 
of the Caſe to the learned in the Layy to judge of , to whon it 
belongs: yet. if ic may be lawfull for us to judge of a matter 
of this niture from the principles of reaſon ; 1t ſeems ro us, - 
that the above mentioned Ordinances about Church Goveri- 
ment, as well as other Orcinances of Parſiamevr , are con- 
firmed in the humble Advice afſcnred unto by his Highneſs in 
the 16. ſe&ion thereof. Where we finde theſe Words. Ad. 
that nothing contained in this Petition and Adwvice , nor your 
Highneſs conſent thereuno , ſhall be conſtrued to extend to the re< 
pealing or making void of any Att or Ordinance , which ts not 
contrary hereunto, or- to the matters herein contaimed. But that 
the ſaid Alts and Ordinances, not contrary hereunto, ſhall continie 
and remain in force , in ſuch manner , as if this preſent Petition 
and eAdvice had nt at all bee had or made , or your Highneſs 
conſent thereunto g1rven. Whence we gather , that if in the ſe- 
veral Ordinances for Church Government , -there: be nothing 
ccntrary to the humble Advice , or to the matters therein con-! 
tained, . they are not thereby (any more then any other Acts' 
or Ordinances: of Parliament ) repealed , but lefr to remain in 
force, Av leaſt, there:ſeemsto-us to be a plain intimarion , that 
they have a force in them:, whnctris not by this humble Advice 
repealed and made void. For it:doth not appear to us , That 
there is any thing in the Form of Church Government:,. or any 
other Ordinances of Parliament-about that matter ; thar'is con- 
trary to the humble Advice'or matrers:therein'contained. - And' 
whereas in the 11'* ſe&ion there-15 mention made of. ſome 
that differ -in worſhip and diſcipline from: the -publique profeſ- 
ſion of theſe Nations: held forch , to whom ſome indulgence 1s 
or-nted]; It ſeems tous, there 15:an acknowledgement and own- 
ing. of what the late PartLynent held forth , in'regard of theſe 
the Direory for [yorſhip an torny of Church Government, 
which they paſled , as the publique profeſſion of rheſe Nations 
in regard of yorſhip anddiſcpline.. And in which apprehen- 
ſions we are the more confirmed , becauſe here mn'this'ſe&ion, 
mention 15 made. of .a .confeſlion of faith to be agreed on by his 
Highneſs and the: Pathament., there having nothing in that 
kind paſled the late Partament,, that eſtabliſhed the PireRory 
| | for 


(37) - 
for worſhip and form of Church Governinent. However there 
had been' a Confeſſion of faich drawn up by th2 late Aſſembly 
of Divines ; Whence it ſeems to us clear, that they own the 


DireQory for'worſmp, and the form of Church Government, to 


be that which thzy hold forch, as the publique profeſſion of 
the Nation for worſhip and Goyernment. To the ſane pur- 
poſe we find in the Government of the Commonwealth of 
England , Scotland and Ireland, &c, As 1t was publiquely 
declared at Weſtminſter Decemb. 16.1653. pg. 43. Selt, 37, 
there alſo they expreſs a worſhip and Diſcipline publiquely held 
forth , which muſt needs referre to the Direttory and fem of 
Church Government by us recited; There being no other wor- 
ſhip or diſcipline , that then had , or now hath , the civill $11- 
ion, in this Nation. 


We have been large, in what we have here repreſented in the 


venerall, before we come to ſpeak more parcicularl y :o the 
reſt , that now follows in your Paper. Bur our pain; b-ing 
oreater to make this full repreſentation unto you , rhen ic will 
be for you to read1t , We muſt intreat you to excuſe us, confi- 
dering it tends as well to refthe your miltaks, as to yindicate 
our ſelyes;, -b2ing alſo''defirous nor to be miſtaken any more, 
as alſo becauſe it layes a foundation for our briefer and more 
particular Anſwer unto whar follows, and to which (theſe 
things being thus premiſed') we now cone. | 

Inthe things, wherein you profeſs your ſelyes to difſ>nt till 
further explicated and unfolded by us. - - 

(1) The firſt thing we meet with here is ; That by thz 
many Perſons of all ſorts, thit are members of Congregations, 
and mentioned in 'our Paper , in” your ſenſe thereof we ſzem 


ro hint , that thereby we'mean onely ſuch', who have admitted 


themſelves members of ſome Congregation within oar aſſociation, 
and yet live inordinately , &c. And that therefore you , who 
never were any members or aſſociates of ours , are not within the 
verve and compaſs of our Presbyterian diſcipline, &c, Unto 
which we ſay ; That we have confantly profeM1:d againſt thoſe 
of the ſeparation, - That- the ſeveral Aflzmblies o: Congreg:- 
rions' within: this 'Land , that mak? a profeſſion of th: trie 


(:hrift, 


Chriſtian: and Apoſtolique'Faith ,- are rrue Churches of [Jeſus 
| | \ 
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Clicitt. That the ſeveral members of theſe Congregations are 
by their birth , members , as thoſe rhar were born in the Je- 
wiſh Church , are ſaid to be , by the Apoſtle , Jews by nature : 
Gal. 2. That this their memberſhip was ſealed to them in their 
Baptiſm, that did ſolemnly adnuc them , as into the univer- 
ſal Church , ſo into the parricular , wherein they were born. 
We have alſo conſtantly maintained againſt the afore mentioned 
Perſons ; That che Miniſters of thele Churches are true Mini- 
{ters , notwithſtanding thar exception of theirs againſt them, 
that they were ordained by Buhops , who alſo chemſelyes were 
true Miniſters in our be. aro { though we cannor acknows- 
ledge , that by divine right they were ſuperiour co their fellow 
brethren, either in regard of order or juriſdiftion) And that 
therefore the Word and Sacraments ( the moſt eflential marks 
of a true viſible Church , according tothe profeſed Judgement 
of our Divines againſt the Papiſts on the one hand, and thoſe 
of the ſeparation on the other ) diſpenſed by theſe Miniſters, 
were , and ar? the true Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, And that 


+ hereupon our work was not ( when the Presbyterian Govern- 
ment was appointed ) ro conſtitute Churches , but to reform 


them onely. And that therefore none within our bounds , ex- 
cept they ſhall renounce Chrniftanity and their Baptiſta , can 
be deemed by us ro be withour , inthe Apoſtles ſenſe ; and ſo 


rherefore not within the compals and verge of our Presbyterian 


& 


Goyernment. Neither is it theig not aſſociating wich us in re- 
oard of Goyernment , that doth exempt chem from cenſure by. 


' It,, if they ſhoukd be ſuch offenders , as by the rules thereof = 


were juſtly cenſurable. Ir not being a matter arbicrary , for pri- 
vate Perſons art their own will and pleaſure to exempt them- 
ſelves from under thar Eccleſiaſtical Government , that is ſethed 
by Authority. And as you know it would nor have been atlow- 
eq of under the former Goyernment. 

( 2) Andtherefore whether you , and all others within our 
bounds , be nor comprehended within our Government , ac- 
cording ro the rules laid dowa in the Ordinance of Parliament 
above mentioned, appointing the form of Church Government 
ro be uſed in the Church of England and Iteland ,, and therein 
ordaining, as hath been ceien the firſt page res” 
an 


(39) 


alt wichin the bounds of our ſeyeral Pariſhes ( that are no other 


now them formerbty) even Papiſts and Anabaptitis and other 


SeRaries, were under the late Prelarical Goyernment ) we leay: 
it to you to judge. Onely if ſo, we with you to conſider , that 
then you are brought under the Government of Presbyrery, not 
ſo: much by us; - as by the Parltament appointing this Govern- 
ment. And then we think yon, who warn us nor ro conctemn 
ciyit power , might well ( our of reſpect co the Authority or- 
daining it , bur eſpecially conſidering the word Presbyrery is 
a known Scripture expreſſion r 72m. 4. and interpreted by 
fundry of the Fathers , as we do, as hatn been dectared before ) 
have uſed a more civil expreſſion , rhen to have called it a com- 


mon fold , inro-which ( it ſhould ſeem) your complaint is, 


that you ſhould be driven. Alt hough Presbyrery layes reſtraint 
on none, bur ſuch as being ſcandalons in their lives, and fo con- 


temning the Laws of God, are therefore truely and indeed the | 
| lawfeſs Perſons, that we ſpeak of. Bur whereas ( as you ſup- 
poſe?). This 7s our chief fg in this , as is other tranſattions of 


onrs , to [ubjelt all to our Government. 
| We do refer our ſelves to our courſe of life paſt , and hope 
ie will witneſs with us, to all chat will judge imparrially , what 


our deſigns haye been in our other tranſaftions. And as. 


rouchins our defign in the Paper publiſhed, whether ic hath 
been ought bur rhe information: of the ignorant , and r-fo:- 
mation of the ſcandalous, ro ithe Glory -of God and their 


ſalvation , we leaye it to be judged by thoſe , that will judge 


of mens intentions by what is expretſed in rheir 'words and 
aſtions. 

We know very well, we are chirged by ſome, that we af- 
fe&t Dominion, ro Lord 1 over the Peopl2, and to hay? all 
ſorts of Perſons , of What rank foyer, to fto9pro us, Bur we 
do openly profeſs , that rhe Govern'nent of che Church , thc 
ts commirred unto men, is not Deſporical,but Miniſterial. That 
ic !s no Dominion , but a Miniftery onely.. And thit the 


Oficers, thay are- inernfted with ir , ar-chemſelyes to bz ſub-' 


j2& , both in regard of rheir bodies and eſtates , ro rhe Civil 


and to which we nefer you. ( Eſpecially conſidering , that | 


power : That by the Ordinance of Goq), they are appointed - | 
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be under, and that in- their Govern nent they have nothing ts 
do with the bodies and eſtates-of any Perſons, bur with their 
Souls onely. Although here we defire ro enquire of you, Whe- 
ther , if you be indeed for the ſertling of any Government at 
all in thz Church ( as you profeſs to be ) you do nor think , chat 


| all ſhould be ſubje@ to it 2 We cannor judge you to be 16 1cra- 


tional , as to be for a Government, and that yer ſubje&tion to.1t 
muſt be denyed. And if the late Government of the Prelacy 
\vaz not blamed by you , becauſe ir required ſubje&ion to it; 
we wiſh you to contider , Whether upon this account you have 
reaſon to cenſure us. Bur furcher , whereas yourell us ; That 
we garmſh our Government with the ſpecious title of Chrijts Go- 
vernment , Throae and Scepter. We Wiſh you to conſider, whae 
in your Anſwer to an objeRtion ( that you frame out of our 
Paper ) your ſelyes do ſay, You there tell us, Tow pray for the 
eſtabliſhment of ſuch Church Government , as 15 conſonant to the 
will of God, and umverſall prattice of primitive Churches, That 
Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline may be exerciſed in the hands of them, 
to whom it was committed by Chrift , and left by hins to be trans- 
ferred from-hand to hand to the end of the, World. The expreſſi- 
ons, you heie uſe, are as high rouching that Government 


hon would have eſtabliſhed, as any have been, that eyer wz 


ve uſed of ours. For your prayer is, That Eccleſiaſtical Diſ- 
cipline may be exerciſed in the hands of them, to whom it was 


cemmitted by Chriſt , and left by hins to be transferred from hand 


. to hand to the end of the world. The Goyernment then, that yoa 


are for , mult be with you, Chriſts Government Throne and 
Scepter. And why do you then condemn us , if we have uſed 
ſuch exp refſions concerning our Government,till you have con- 
vinced us, that 1t 1s not ſuch ? When yer you take to your ſelyes 
the Liberty ro uſe the like language , concerning the Goyern- 
ment you pray may be eſtabliſhed. 

But whereas you ſay , Presbytery ts the mais thing driven at 
here, and that however ſhe comes uſhered in with Godly pretence 
of ſorrow for the ſins and the ignorance of the times , and the duty 
incumbent upor ts, 10 prac,» the power that Chrift hath com- 
mitted to 15, for edification and not for deſtruttion , and that theſe 
are but ſo many waſte Papers , wherein Presbytery us wrapped up 


is 
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to make it look more handſomely and þ af. s 100re Cuarrantly, We do 
earneſtly defire , That in the examination of your conſciencey,; 
you would ſeriouſly conſider , whether you have nor both cranſ< 
greſſed the rules of Charity in paſſing ſuch hard cenſures upon 
us, and alſo uſurped that , which belongs not to you, in ma- 
king your ſelves judges of what fals not under your cognizatice. 
1 The things you mention belonging only to be tried by yout 
4 and our Matter, ro whom we muſt all and or fall. - But we 
are heartily ſorry , that Presbytery ( which ſtands in no need 
an) painting or cover to maks it look more handſomely and paſſe 
' more currantly ) ſhould be acconnted by you the anguis in herba, 
whereof you had need to beware, it having never given that 
offence to any , as to merir ſuch language. 

But now you frame an objection our of our Paper,and return 
your Anſwer, profefling , That you pr for the eſtabliſhmen; of 
ſuch Church Governmem throughoat his Mighneſs Dominogs , as 
z5 confonant to the will of God and univerſall prattice of primitroe | 
Churches,&c. In that you do here joyn the will of God and the od 
univerſal praiſe of primitive Churches Rt, as you joyned 44 
the Word of:God and the confiant praftife of the Catholique | | 
Church before , you ſeem to us , ro make up the'rule ( whereby | 
we muſt judge what Government it 1s, that you pray might be 2 
eſtabliſhed) of theſe two, 9:z. the will of God and the univerſal 1 
praRiſe of primitive Churches. Or that it 1s the univerſal praiſe | 
of primitive Churches: That'muſt be our ſure guide and comment 
upon the Word of God, to rell us, what 1s his will. reyealed 
rheſe touching Church Goyernment and difcapline. If this be | 
your ſenſe ( as we apprehendir is ) we muft needs profeſs , that 2 
herein we greatly differ from you , as not concetving ir to we | 

J ſound and orthodoxe. It being the' Word of God alone,and rhe 

; approy:dpradtife of the Church recorded there (whether'c was 

| che univerſal and'conflanr pradtiſe of rhe Chute or no} thar'is 
ro be the onely rule to judge by in this, of any'other contro- 

vethies in* matters ofReligton, Bur yer admittmg for the pre 

ſent: the rule'you ſeem ro make, we ſhould defire roknow " 

from you, What'that Church Goyethmnent'ls', which is ſo.con< | q 

fonant'to the will 'of God and univerfall praftiſe of prinaivive 
Churches, For-our own parts, we think it WW ROY 
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for you , or any others, to demonlirate out of any Records 
of Antiquity , what was the univerſall pra&tiſe of primitive 
Churches for the whole ſpace of che firlt 300. years after Chrilt, 
or the greateſt part thereof ( excepting ſo much as is left npon 
record in the Scriptures of the new Teſtament ) the Monu- 
ments of Antiquity , chat concerne thofe times ( for the grea- 
reſt part of them )) being both imperfeR , and far from ſhew- 
ing us, What was the uniyerſ-1l practiſe of the Church then 
( though the practiſes of ſome Churches may bz mentioned , ) 
and likewiſe very queſtionable. Ar leaſt it will nor be eafie tro 
afſure us, that ſome of. thoſe, that go under the names of the 
moſt approved Authors of thoſe times, are neither ſpurious nor 
corrupted. And hereupon it will unavoidably follow,,. that we 
ſhall be left..very doubrfull., what Government it 1s.,. that is 
moſt conſonant to the untyerſall and conſtant pratiſe of primi- 
tive Churches for that time. But as touching the rule ic ſelf, 
which you ſeem here to lay down, we cannot cloſe with ic, We 
do much honour and reverence the primicive Churches ; But 
yet we believe we owe more reyerence to the Scriptures, then 
ro judge them either imperfe&& or not to haye light enough in 
themſelyes, for the reſolving all doubts touching marrers of 
fairh or praRiſe , except it be firlt reſolyed what was either the 
concurrent interpretation of the Fathers , or the univerſall and 
conſtant pradtiſe of the Churches of thoſe times. Beſides that 
admitting this for a rule , that the uniyerſall and conſtant pra- 
&iſe of the primitive Churches muſt be that , which mult aflure 
us What 1s the will of God revealed in Scripture concerning the 
Goyernment which he hath appointed in the Church, our faich 
is hereupon reſolyed into a moſt uncertain ground , and ſa made 


fallible and turned into opinion. For what monuments of An- 


eiquity , beſides the Scripture, can afſure us touching the matters 
of fact therein contained , that they were ſuch indeed, as they 
are there reported to be? the Authors of them themſelyes being 
men that were not infallibly guided by the Spirir. Bu yer 
ſuppoſing we could be infallibly aſſured ( which yet never 
can be_) what was the untyerſall and conſtant practiſe of the 
primitive Churches , how ſhall that be a rule to affure us, what 
1s moſt conſonant to the will of God ? When as we ſee nor, 
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elpocdity in ſuch matters, as are not abſolutely neceſſary to. | 
fa 


vation, but that. the uniyerſall praftiſe/ of the Churches Even as a Ge- 
mighr in ſome .things be diflonancto the will of God revealed nerall Gouncilt - | 
in Scriptures. And ſo the uniyerſall practiſe of: prinirtive # ſe!f % ſubje# 
Churches can.b2 no certain rule to judge by , what Church Go- *9 


vernment is moſt conſonant to the will of God revealed in his 
Word, We know: there are corruptions in the beſt of :men': - 


There was ſuch hot contention berwixt Paul and Barnabas','tas Gal, 3, 


cauſed th:m to part aſunder. Petey ſo failedin his praiſe ; as - 
chat though before ſome came from James, he did ear with 
the Gentils, yet when they were come he withdrew himſel£, 
fearing them of rhe Circumcifion. And hereupon not only 
other Jews diflembled with him , but Barnabas alſo was carried. 
away With their diffimulation. Whence tr's clear , that the ex- 
amples of the beſt men even in thoſe things , wherein they 
went contrary to the rule of Gods Word , are of a ſpreading 
nature ,. and the better the Perſons, that give'the bad exam- 
ple, are, the greater the danger of the more univerſall leg- 
yening. : Nay we finde., that not only ſo:ne few Apoſtolicall 
men'had their failmgs,but even Apoſtohcall primittye Churches 
did, in the: very face of the Apoſtles , they | being yer alive, 
make great defection , borh in regard of opinions and practiſes. 
As from the examples of the Churches of ( orith , Galatia, 
and the Churches of eA/ia 15 mmifeſt. The Apoflle allo tels 
us , that even in his time, the myſtery of iniquity began to 
work: And in after times: we know , how:the Dogrine was 
corrupted : what groſs ſuperſtition crept into the Church: whas 
domination. was ftriven for amongſt the Paſtors and Biſhops of 
ch Churches. Tull at length Antichriſt was got up into his ſeat, 
unto Which height: yer he came not all at once, bur by ſteps 
and degrees. Beſides ic is Of. freſh remembrance, chart notwith- 
ſtanding the reformation happily brought abour. in our own 
Church: in regard of Doatrine and worſhip , after thoſe diſimall 
Marian times , yet the corruption , in regard of Government 
continued ſuch , during the time of the late Prelacy ( which 
yet was taken away in other reformed Churches) that the Pa- 
{tors were deprived-of that poyer-:of rule ,: that our.Church 
ackno\vledgerh -did' balong; ro them ' of - right;; and which did 
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anciently belong to them ; however the exerciſe thereof did 
after grow into a long diſuſe, as harh been ſhewed before. And 
therefore when we conſider on the one hand , that the ſupe- 
giority , which the Biſhop obtained ar the firlt aboye the Pres- 
bycer in the ancient Church ( and which was rather obrained 
conſuetudine Eccleſie then by Divine right ) did ar the length 
orow tO that height , that the Pattors were ſpoiled of all power 
of rule : ſo we cannot much wonder on the other hand , that 
the ruling Elder was quite turned out of doors ; For the proof 
of the being and exerciſe of whoſe office in the purer names, 
there are notwithſtanding produced teftimontes of the ancients, 
by Divines both at home and abroad , that have written abour 
that ſubjet , and ro which we do therein refer you : As there 
do remain ſome foorfteps and ſhadow of their office in the 
Church-wardens and Sides-men even to this day. And ſo upon 
the whole , the premiſſes conſidered, and that we are comman- 
ded not to foltow a multicude to do evill ( chough i were of 
the heft of men ) and that therefore the examples and practiſes, 
rhough i were of whole Churches, are to be no farther .a rule 
for us , then they follow Cha , and as their examples be ap- 
proved of in the Word of Chriſt , notwithftanding the unnyer- 
{ality and long continuednefs of fuch practiſes. Whereas you 
ſay , that you pray for the eftabliſhment of ſuch { barcb Govern- 
Went , 4s 15 conſonant tothe will of God and wniverſall pratiiſe of 
promirive Churches ; we believe you might cut the matrer a 
reac deal ſhorter , and ſay , Thar you are for the eſtabliſhing 
of that Government , that is moſt conſonant to the will of 
God revealed in the Scriptures, and that the Ward of God 
alone ( and on which onely Faich muſt be builc , and mro which 
at lalt be reſolved, when ocher records of Antiquity , that yet 
are nor ſo ancient, as it 1s, have been fearchc into neyer fo 
much ) ſhajl determine what that is, and ſorhoſe wearifome 
and endleſs diſputes , about what 1s the univerſall and conftanc 
practiſe of prinutive Churches ( and which if ic could be found 
out in any good meaſure of probability for the firſt 300. years 
after Chriſt, could never yer be ſo farr iſſued , as to be a ſure 
bocrom , whereon our fairh may ſafely reſt) may be cur off. 
Ir being a molt certain rule, andeſpecidlly in matrers of hy 
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that the Faitm is not to preſcribe againſt the Tu ; The Pra- 


Bice againlt rhe Ryght or what ought to be done: And it being 


out of all queſtion the ſafeſt courſe for all, to bring all doarine 
and praCtices to rhe ſure and infallible Standard and Touch- 
ftone, the Word of God alone. And after you haye more ſe- 
riouſly weighed the matter, and remember how you profeſſe, 
rhat in the matcers you propoſe in your Paper , You reft not i# 
che Judgment or determmation of ayy general Council of the 
Eaftern or Weſtern Churches, determining contrary, to what you 
are perſwaded is ſo fully warramed 1n the Word of God, as well as 
by the conſtant praitice of the ( atholick, Church ; (although 
whar that was, were more likely to be reſolyed by a general 
Council then by your ſelyes) the propoſal of having the Word 
of God alone to be the Judg of the Controverfie abour Church» 

Government, carinot (wee think) if reaſon be'd&eny*d by you. 
And wee with you ſhall heartily pray, That the Church- 
Government, Which is moſt conſonant to the will of God re-« 
vealed in Scriptures, might be eſtabliſhed in theſe Lands. Al- 
chough wee tmuſt alſo profefle, that wee believe; that'rhar Go- 
yernment, Which is eſtabliſhed by Authority, aid which wee ex- 
erciſe, is,for the ſubRanrials of it,this Governthent;& which wee 
juds alſo to be moſt conſonant to the pratice of the ptimitive 
Churches in the pureſt times. And therefore as there was ſome 
entrance made by the lare Patliament, in- regard of eſtabliſhing 
this Government by Ordin wees;as the Chutett-Gorerttmetit of 
theſe Nations : And asco che purting thoſe Otdinatices in exe- 
cution, there hath been ſome beginmng in the Province'o Lon- 
doz, the Province of this County, and itr ſome other places 
throughout the Land : So when there ſhall be the opportunity 
offered, wee ſhall not be wanting by petitioning ot otherwayes 
to uſe out beſt endeavors, that it may be fully fertled throtgh- 
out theſe Lands. ' That ſo wee may not;as to Gotermment in the 
Church, any longer continue as a City without walls, artd a 
Vineyard without an hedg,and ſo (to the undoing of our poſte- 
tity) endanger Religion to be quice loft, Andupon which con- 
fderation wee do earneſtly defire, thar all confcientious and mo- 
detare ſpirired then throughout the Land, chough of different 
principles, whether of the Epiſcopal or Congregational ks 
| would 
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would bend theryſelves ſo farr as poſſibly they can to accommo- 


date with us in point-of practice :: In-Which there was ſo good a + 


progrefle made by the late Aſſembly, as to thoſe that were for- 
the Congregational way : Andzas wee think, alſo all thoſe thar 
were for the lawfulneſle of ſubmiflion to the Government of 
the late Prelacy, as it was then exercifed : And that are of the 
Judgment of rhe; lare Primate of JTreland in his r2duftion of 
Epiſcopacy unto the form of Synodical Government, (ment10- 
ned before) might do, if they would come up cowards us fo farr, 
as wee judsg their principles would allow them : As wee do alſo 
profeſle, that however wee cannot conſent to part with the Ru- 
ling Elder, unleſſe wee ſhould betray the truth of Chriſt Rom. 
12, I Cor.12. 1 Tim. (as wee judee,) and dare not give any 
like conſent to admit of a moderate Epiſcopacy, for. fear of en- 
croachments upon the Paſtors right, and whereof late ſad ex- 
perience leflons us to beware, as wee judg alſo, that the ſuperi- 
Ority of a Biſhop above a Presbyter in degree (which ſome 
maintain) 15 no Apoſtolical inſtitution, and ſo haye the greater 
reaſon in that reſpe& to caution againſt it : Yet wee do here 
profeſle, wee ſhould ſo farr, as will conſiſt wich our principles 
and the peace of our own conſciences, be ready to abate or to- 
lerate much for peace ſake. That ſoar the length all parties 
rhroughout the Land, that have any ſoundneſſe in them in mar- 
ters of faith, and that are ſober and godly, though of different 
judgments in lefler matters, being weary of their diviſions, 
1ghr fall in the necks one of another with mutual embraces and 
kiſles, and ſo at laſt (through the tender mercy of our God,there 
might be an happy cloſure of breaches, and refloring of peace 
and union in this poor, unſettled, rent, and diſtracted Church, 
to the glory of God throughout all the Churches. 
_ But now as to you; and what follows. in your Paper, (and in 
the mean ſeaſon,cill chis can be accompliſhed,and for which wee 
ſhall hearcily pray) wee cannot bur jude, that-ſuch as are with- 
in our bounds, 4#d live as lawleſſe perſons contemning the com- 
awands of God, and ſo out of their rank and order , (and of 
which ſort you deny nor,bur that there may be ſome among us, 
however they, þe_ {ubje&ito Lay, and. the puniſhment of the 
Cl Sword, as-needs they-mult be) yet being ſuch as are jultly 
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cenſurable, according to the rules of our" Goyernment, wee do 
nor think they. are-- thereby exemy ted: from being:reached by 
that Ecclefraſtical Sword, as you phraſe ic, which'borth God and 
the Civil Authoricy hath intruſted us with. 

Andas wee are farr from contemning the Authority of the 
Civil Magifirate, and ſhall therefore (out of due reſpe& unto 
ir, and rhar the lawlefſe might. be. curbed)- be ready;not onely 
our ſelves, as: Wee have a call ;. but alſo warn- others, as there 
may be occaſion, to make complaint to the Civil Power, that ſo 
ſuch offenders , being puniſhed by corporal and pecuniary 
muldts, to the ſupprefion of wickednefſe and licentiouſneſſe, 
and the. Reformation of mens lives and maners:; Yet wee donor 
apfxrehend why this ſhould hinder us from-warnmng the Mem- 
bers of our ſeveral Congregations to make complaint to the Elder- 
ſhip of thoſe, that walk, diſorderly'and will not be 'reclatmed, to 
the end they may be further dealt with, as the nature of their of- 
fence may deſerve, Wee being fully afſured from the word of 
rruch , That Excommunication is Gods ordinance,appointed 
for the reformation of rhe, ſcandalous, and'as you yourſelves 
acknowledged in the beginning of your Paper: and being a ſpi- 
ritual puniſhment for rhe nature. and kinde of it, through the 
bleſſing of God, may be more available for thz deftrution of 
che fleſh, and the rhorough humiliation of the! offender, then 
any corporal or pecuniary mul& (that reaches bur rhe ourward 
man) can be ; Andas it was blefled with great-'ſucceſle for this 
end for many years together, whileſt rhe Church was deſtitute 
of Chriſaan Magiftrates : Although in a Chriſtian State wee 
ſee not, my wee ſhould divide what God hath joyned toge- 
ther. Wee having not yet learned either from the Scriptures of 
ſound reaſon, that the conjun&ion of the Civil and Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Sword 1s not more likely, through the ſame bleſſing of God, 
to work a greater reformation in mens lives, then either of 
chem alone, remembring that old Maxime, V7 una fortior. 
And as touching our ſelyes, and the power wee are intruſted to 
exerciſe, wee ſhall commit our endeayors unto his bleſſing, in 
che uſe of his own appointed means who is able, and wee doubr 
not bur hee will,make the ſame effeRual for the ends for which 
hee hath appointed them. _— he 
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But you ſay There are other parts of our Paper , that do like- 
wiſa remain dark,, which you deſire to be made plain. Al- 
though wee conceive nor {o of them, yer wee ſball as wil- 
lingly go along with you to give you further anſiver, as you 
to dere the ſame of us. 

And therefore whereas' wee having ſaid in our Paper, That 
there are men) perſons of all ſorts, that will not ſubmut themſelves 
to the. preſent Government of the Church. Your firik Quzre 
rhereupon 18, Why Government 1= ſingular: ? Wee anſwer, 
becauſe it is the onely Government, thar ar preſent is eſtabliſh- 
edin this Church by Civil Authority ; The Prelatical being pur 
down, and cautioned againſt in the humble Advice, in rages of 
any liberty eo. be: extended to ic for the exerciſe thereof : And 
there being no other Government bur the Presbyterian (which 
15 qur Goyernment) that is owned (as the Church-Goyernmenc 
for the whole Nation) by the Civil Authoriry. And as ir is 
thar, Which wee judg to b2 moſt agreeable to the will of God, 
ſoalſo wee conceive, that whatever is. of Chrifts preſcribing in 
any other different: Government (wherher Epiſcopal or Con- 
gregational) is to. be found here; -As wee do. apprehend the 
redundancies of them both: ro-be taken away: in this, and the 
defeRs of them both to be here ſupplyed. And howeyer there 
may be differences amongſt godly. men concerning Church- 
Government, whuch it ts that Chrilt » particulars hath preſcri- 
bed in. his Word, yet wee judg that the Government which 
Chriſt hath preſcribed in his Word js bur one ; As all thoſe muſt 
ſay ſo too, that not being Eraftians do hold, That one Church- 
Government or other is of divine-Right. 

But whereas you bring in Ca/viz ſaying, Scimm-enme unicut- 
gue Eccleſie, & c. | 

To this wee ſay ; The circumftantials-of Goyernment, that 
are but matters of order onely, and which mult be ſuited to the 
tine, Or place, or perſons, for whom they are made, and con- 
cerning Which (if you had quored the place where (alto: uſerh 
theſe words) wee believe ir would appear hee ſpeaks ; theſe-be- 
ing vartable, and ſo bur the. accidentals of Goyernment, ma 
not. be one and the fame -inall Churches. But if Chriſt have 
preſcribed a Government in his word; for the ſubſtannals of 
It, 
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Ir,it muſt needs be de jurevne & the ſame im every. Church. And 
that che Presbyterian Government is that in: parcitular, - which 
is thzre preſcribed, in ( alvins judgment, is'ſfo maniÞi} by his 
works ro' the whole Chriſtian world, that it. needs -no proof, 
Bur if ' the Government, which Chriſt hath preſcribed, for the 
fubſtancials of ic be onely one, then that alone is g004, and all 
other Goveramencs differing fubRantially from it muſt needs bz 
bad ; and this onely jure d:vimo, nd Chrifts own Government, 
and the reſt nor. 
« Andtherefore, whereas in the next place you ſuppoſe, ze 
may aſſert, that owr Government, u the Government by way of E- 
mumncy, as Chriſts own Government, more 1mmeadiately, and jure 
diyino. - To this and to what you furcher hereupon do inquire, 
wee ſay, wee have declared already' ; Thar wee call'd u the 
preſent Goyernment, becauſe it 1s the onely Government ſet- 
led in the Church by rhe Civil Power, Bur whether it be the 
Goyernment by:way of Eminency and jure d:1ne,that as not 
the rhing referred unto in the phraſe wee uſed. And as to the 
reſolying of your doubts and {cruples, wee conceive.it is here 
for us not material to go about the proving of the Jzs div:- 
um Of it ; wee having proved, That it 1s the Goyernnent 
that is eſtabliſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate, and which doth lay 
as 200d a foundation to evidence rhe lawfulneſfle of your tub- 
miſſion to it, as for the lawfulneſle of your ſubmiſſion to the 
former Goyernment, (and rouching which wee ſuppoſe you 
were:fatisfied) your exceptions lying as much againſt the High- 
Commiſſioners, Chancellors, and Commiſlaries then, as they 
can do now againſt the office of Ruling Elders, and whuch 1s the 
chief thing wee apprehend is {tumbled at m our Government, , 4, Aſſem- 
Bur yet 1f you defire to have ſatisfaQtion given you touching zjzes Propoſi- 
that which wee are not aſhamed to profeſle, viz. the Js drvi- tions about 
um Of the Presbyterian Government, wee referr you to What Church-Go- 
is ſo fully ſpoken touching this point, by ſundry learned Divines hg art : 
both of our own Church, and the Reformed Churches abroad, _——_ 
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that wee know nor, What can be added more *. Miniſters, 
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Andyet wee'do not ſay , Thar there is no preſent Govern- - 


menc in any Church or Aſſembly of Samts, bur where our Di- 
 ſcipline Md Government is erected intirely in all the parts of 
it, no more then wee ſhould deny him to be a man, in whom 
there were a defe& of ſome integral parts, or in whom there 
were ſome ſuperfluous members. But as-when Antichriftianiſm 
ſo overipread the face of the-Church in thoſe dark rimes before 
the Reformation, God preſerved a Church, Miniſtery and Ordi- 
ances, though not without the mixture of many corruptians in 
do@trine and worſhip, even among the Papiſts chemielves ; So 
there was ſome ol Chrifts Government and Diſcipline inthe 
worſt times, though nor intirely, nor withour che mixture of 
much corruption 1n that Diſcipline and Government. And yet 
if you conſult Antiquity, you will not finde, that the Presby- 
terian Goyernment hath lyen tid ſo long, as that for the ſpace 
of 1500 years it [could neyer be. found till this prefent. You 
have heard what Tule did anciently belong to Presbyrers, not- 
withſtanding that through the corruptions, that crepe into the 
Church in after times, the exerciſe of that power was long diſ- 
uſed. Andrhe like may be ſaid of Ruling Elders, and as hath 
been ſhewed by others. Bur it is what de 7#re ought to be, and 
not what de fatto is or hath been, which 1s that, which you and 
wee are chiefly to attend, and concerning which the Scripture: 
mukſt be the onely Judg, as wee have ſaid before. 

Bur you ſay, now 1ubje&tion to our preſent Government is 
required by us ; and then demand, Whether all that obſerve not 
our rark.and order, and ſubjet not themſelves to our preſent Go- 
vernme:t, muſt be takea for lawleſſe perſons ? for ſo, ſay you, doth 
this cloſe connexion of ours ſeem to import; viz. Many who do 
not ſubjett, but live, Oc. 

But here you do reaſon fallaciouſly a bene conjunitis ad male 
diviſa : For in our Paper wee ſpeak of ſuch, as did /ive in a ſin- 


full and total neglett of the Lords Supper : That were ſcandalous - 


and offenſive in their lives, drunkards, unclean perſons, and that 
will not ſubject themſelves tothe preſent Government, but live as 
lawleſſe perſons. And therefore the lowlefle perſons wee meant 
(and as mighr plainly haye been gathered from our words) were 
ſuch, who as they ſubjeed not themſelyes to the preſent Go- 
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vernment of the;Church, ſo they were alſo ſcandalous. and. of- 
fenfive in their lives, wee Joyning theſe altogether, whom you 
divide. And whether ſuch as will neither ſubmic themſelyes to- 
the Laws of God, nor the Government, that is ſettled in the 
Church by the Civil Power , be nor lawlefle perſons, we kaye it 
to you to judg. 

But yet we do here alſo minde you, That however we do not 
Jadg all choſe to be lawlefle perſons, that. do- out of conſcience 
not.come up to the obſeryation of all thoſe Rules, 'which are or 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed by Authority for regulating the outward 
worſhip of God,and Goyernment of this Church (being other- 
wiſe blameleſſe) yer both you and wee may well remember, 
that ſuch as ſhould have refuſed to have ſubjeRed themſelves to 
the late Prelatical Government, would: have been accounted in 
thoſe times to have been lawleſſe perſons. 

But you ſay, hen wee make it an Order, that notice ſhall be 
taken of all perſons, that forſake the publick Aſſemblies of the 
Saints, you would gladly know, how farr wee extend this Saintſhip, 
this Church, and Aſſembly of Samts ? 

To which wee anſwer, as farr as the Apoſtle did, when wri- 
ting to the Church of Corwth andthe Churches of Galatia hee 
calls them Sarmts and Charches ; notwithſtanding there were 
ſome in thoſe Churches that were leavened wich unſound do- 
Arine and grolly erroneous : In Cormth, fome that denied the 
Reſurre&ion, made rents and ſchiſns, and ſundry groſly ſcanda- 
lous : In the Churches of Galat:a, ſuch as miixed;works with 
Faith m the point of Juttification, and of which the: Apoſtle 
Paul would have thoſe Churches to take notice, even to the 
cenſuring of them, they being ſpors to thoſe Aﬀemblies ; and 
however Saints by profeſſion, and in regard of outward calling, 
being in Coyenant with God, and having been. baprized, yer an- 
ſwered not their profeſſion by ſincable converfauon. And there- 
fore, however there be ſundry of the like ſtamp mm our Aflem- 
blies, wee do no: threfore unchurch chem, or make our Aﬀſem- 
blies not the Afſemblies.of Saints, becauſe of the corruption 
of ſuch members. . 

And ſeeing our principles and. pratices are manifeſtly 
known to be utterly againlt rhe opimions-and practices of 'the 
PEA Donatuts 
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Donatiſts of old, and thoſe that have of late rent themſelves 
from our Churches, becauſe of the 'ſcandalouſneſle of the cor- 
rupt members, that are found in chem, (though rhe fin of cheſe 
in our Churches' is aggtavared ' by giving that occafion) you 
might well haye ſpared your pains in tranſcribing out of Augy- 
tine, whar hee jultly ſaid unto thoſe ſchiſmaricks, that hee had 
co deal with. Nay, you might rather have gathered from our 
Paper ; That ſeeing wee ſaid, that norice ſhould be taken of all 
thoſe that ſhould forſake the publick Afſemblies of the Saints,- 
our purpoſe was to have cenſured ſuch as the Donariſts were ; 
That wee purpoſed to obſerve and cenſure thole that did main- 
tain and hold up private meetings in oppolition to: the publick ; 
That crie down our Churches and publick Aflemblies, Miniſte- 
ry and Ordinonces, (as you knoiv ſeveral ſorts do and who, as 
they hold ſundry grofle errors, that ſubvert the faith , ſo in re- 
gard of tho and other their practices, that th their own na- 
ture do: manife{ily. fubverc rhe order,: unity, and: peace, thar 
Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in his Church)do juſtly fall under Church 
cenſure, according to the rules of our Goyernment aboye men- 
tioned. ' And-that therefore. wee were nor altogether filenr 
concerning either the fit or puniſhment of ſuch,as aid err groſly 
in dorinals or in diſcipline, io as to make ſuch dangerous rents 
from the Church,as the forz-named Szctaries do : Contrary to 
what you ſay. of us in your Paper. And further, by ſuch 
as forlake the publick Aflemblies of the Saints, of whom wee 
ſaid notice ſhould be taken, you might have gathered our mean- 
ing was,that ſuch (of which ſort there are Þut roo many amone(t 
us) who out of a principle of careleſneſſe, floth, wofldlinzfle 
or manife(t prophanenefle, do on the Lords day either 1dle our 
the time, or elſe are worſe inployed; when they ſhould reſore 
ro the publick Aſſemblies : andyho,. as they. are no fiiends to 
any private meetings ſor the good of their ſouls, in the uſe of 
any private: means of conference or prayer” for that end: So 
they do alfo Atheiſtically turn their backs on all the publick 
Ordinances, forſaking them and the Aflemblies, where thefe are 
diſpenſed, ſhould be raken notice of 1n order to centure, if there 
was not reformation ; and to neitherof which ſort of: perſons 
any.indulgence 1s granted by any Laws of. the Land, that wee 
know 
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know of. Andif you had gathered thus much from our Paper, 
as your miſtake had bezen-far the leſs, ſo your Charity had been 
the more , then to haye reckoned us 1n the number bf ſuch Per- 
ſons , as the Doxatiſts were. - And yet we did not mean , That 
we intended to take notice in order unto cenſure of ſuch , who 
being ſound in the faith, and godly in life ( though differing 
from us in point of Diſcipline and Goyernment ) had their di- 
tint Afemblies from ours, they indeayouring to keep the 
unity of- the Spirit in the bond of Peace : They not being cen- 
ſurable by the rules of our Government , as 15 manifeſt, by 
what we have declared before. Although we remember , how 
all that ſubmurred not to the former Goyzrnment , were coun- 
red ſchiſfmatical. Neither did we reckon titeſe in the number 
of the lawleſs Perſons , we ſpeak of , who ſubje&ted not them- 
ſelves to our Government , and .yyvhom we account to be parts 
of the unyerſal vikble Church militant here on earth , howeyer 
they have alſo their publiqu2 Aflemblies difiin& from ours, 
though ſundry 'of them , as there 1s occaſion , retort to ours 
alſo. Bur how we ſhould hereupon make either theſe or the 
lawleſs Perſons , that we ſpeak of ,- members of the inviſible 
Triumphant Church ( all wich we have reckoned to belong to 
the vible ) they muſt hayz eyes quicker then Eagles , that can 
diſcern how this follows, and therefore there 1s no fear our 
Chariry ſhould ſo far oyer-reach , as you ſuppoſed it might, 

Bur {ll you are unſatisfied ; For you know nor , 1t ſeems, 
what we mean by the word ( Pablique ) the publique Aſſemblies 
of the Saints, By our profethons and practiſes in.our owning 
the. publique Aflemblies , and where the publique Qrdinances 
of the Word , Sacraments , and Prayer are dlpenced , which 
we our ſelves do conſtantly trequent and {tr up others to fre- 
quent alſo , 1t was plain enough , what we meant by publique 
Afſzmblies. And we are hzarly ſorry , that you underſtanding 
our meaning , as is clear by what you tay anon , ſhould by this 
but make your way to gly2 a laſh at our Private meetings, Which 
ar2 none of them ſuch, as we need to bz aſhimed of. And 
which , when we meet , either for conference about matters of 
Religion, or to pray together , and humble our ſelyes for our 


en iins and the fins of theſe times ; When there is nor the op-. 
 Portunity - 
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portunicy of a publique Aſſemby ; or when perſonal or Family 
occaſions: call for a private , 1s ſurely as:commendable, at the 
leaſt, as a private meeting upon domeſtical , civil , or political 
occaſions : and therefore not to be ſecretly girdedat. And on 
the other hand', we do nor meddle with the cenſuring of thoſe, 
who being godly and ſound.in the faith, in th main points-of 
Religion, do yet differ from us in judgement , in matters of 
Diſcipline and Government : And have their Afſemblies for 
Gods publique worſhip diſtin from ours, as we are barred: 
from 1t by the rules of our Government , as We haye often ſaid 
before. And therefore we leave room enough for Conſciences 
chat are truely tender. Though we cannot ſay ſo much for the 
Prelatical Goyzrnment. 

Neither do we tranſgreſs any Laws of the Land which have 
made no provifion to except any Perſons, that we meddle with, 
and are made cenſurable by che rules laid down in the form of- 
Church Government , nor have we «der Colour of eAnthority 
made any Laws and Edits , butaccording to that power , that 
the civil Authoricy hath committed to us , have onely openly 
oiven notice 1m our ſeyeral Congregations, of what offences 
are cenſurable by the rules of our Goyernment , that the offen- 
ders might take heed , they incurre nor that cenſure of Excom- 
munication , which Authority hath awarranced us to inflit upon 

. the obftinate and otherwiſe incorrigible. And therefore d CX= 
cept tO execute jyhat we are appointed to do by the civil power 
be to conremn it) we cannot be thought to have done any 
rhing in contempt of the ciyil poyer , as 1t 15 not our Ignorance 
of the Laws in force ( that , we are conhdenr , being grounded 
in reaſon fight nor one againl(t anorher , and which 1s your more 
charitable and fayourabl2 conſtruction) chat harh led us into 
any practites , that are tranſgreflions of them. And therefore 
chough you much queſtion (upon whar account ſoever it be, 
char we haye been led into. what we have ated) and chink it 
COncernes us to look ro It , whether we have not run our ſelves 
into a premunire, Yer we are aſſured , v2 are as ſufficiently 
ſecured againſt tnar danger , as all the Juſtices in the Land 
are , that have a&ed upon other Ordinances of Parhament , 
which they have judged to be tm force , as we do allo thoſe 
tO 
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to be , that have been the ground of onr proceedings. 
But you have yer furcher ro-except , for 'whereas we ſaid, 
That ile wotice ſhould be taken of all {candalom Perſons, Your 
next Quzre is, #hether thoſe , that forſake the publique Aſſem- 


blies of the Saints in the ſecond order, may not be taken for ſcan 


. dalous Perſons comprehended in the third order ? 


Here we petcetve you underſtood, who were:meant by thoſe, ' 
that did forſake the publique Afemblies of rhe Saints , 2:z. 
Thoſe who forſaking the Aſſemblies, where the publique Or- 
dinances were diſpenſed, were upon that account really and 
indeed ſcandalous , and ſo being comprehended under the lati- 
rude -of that expreſſion , might juſtly merit to be.cenſured as 
ſcandalous Perſons. And thus concetving you were not mifta- 
ken , yet we , Who were to expreſs our ſelves/popularly , and 
fo as we might be underftood, confidering ſome of that ſtamp, 
though they forſook the publique Aflemblies of the Saints, 
and conſtantly turned their backs as on the Lords Supper , ſo on 
all other Ordinances , yet if not drunkards and ſwearers, whore- 
maſters, &'c. did not take .themſelves to be ſcandalous Per- 
ſons. Do notthink , that in this we are any more to be bla- 
med by you (we uſing variety of exprefſions:onely for this end, 
that we might be berrer underſtood then we blame Lawyers 
and. Attorneys, and wher2in we judge them-nor:to be blame. . 
worthy ) for uling variery of expreſſions and Multiplicity of 
S1nounymous Words to make the matter more clearand our of 


_doubr, where yet ove and the ſame thing 1s underſtood by all. 


Burt now hereupon your complaint 1s ; That we burden you- 


with Traditions in multiplymg of orders ſine neceſſitate ad Ar- . 


thririm uſque ; azd cry oxt, Quare oneramini ritibus? Ard tell us 
of lengthning out our Paper , which yet # not by theſe few words 
hereuſed made very much longer. 

Bur if you had remembred rhe multitude of Canons and 
burthenſom Ceremonies , that were rigorouſly prefled, eyen 
to the higheſt cenſure in Caſe of refuſall, and under the burthen 
whereof ſundry truely conſcientious Perſons under the late 
Prelacy did figh and groan : When thoſe , that were ſcandalous 
enough in their lives , eſcaped cenſur2 ( and which ſome hay? 
cauſe not ſo ſoon to forget) we think you would haye ſeen os 
tle 
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tle.reaſon to have. complained of our burthening you with tradi- 
crons;, in-multiplying orders unneceſſanly, © ho 

And now we come to your laſt charge , Which as 1t is yery 
high, ſo-we judge it hath in it as little reaſon+for the bearing it 
ou ſay 3 eAfter the ſecond and third Orders againft thoſe, . 
' that forſake:the publique Aſſemblies of the Saints and ſuch as are 
ſcandalous, comes in a fourth touching the Catechument in the 
firſt Order mentioned , viz. That the Minſter , when he Ca- 
techizeth the ſeverall Families, &c. \ 

Bur here in the firit place we obſerye , you onut to mention 
the firſt part of this Order , and unto which, that which fol- 
lows in the two. next Orders, doth refer. And in the nexc 
place you deſcant upon this larrer branch of 1c only. For. you 
iay , But what if they will not preſent themſelves before the El- 
derſhip > The Mimſter muſt exhort 'and admomſh them. 

But thar is wholly of your own adding. Yet you go on and 
ſay, But what if they ſtif refuſe > Their names ſhall be publiſhed 
openly 1n the ſeveral (, ongregations , and they warned before all to 
reform, So you afhrm that we fay , though you proye 1t nor, 
as we ſhall ſhew you anon. But here you call for atrention and 
ſay. Mark! Men of blameleſs life and knowledge muſt be warn- 
ed before all to reforms. If we etther had practiſed any ſuch thing, 
or any {uch conitruction,, either from the rules of Grammer or 
Logick, or common reaſon, could have been put upon the 
words, we uſed in our Paxer , you might have called for rhis 
attention ; that ſo ſuch a Government as this , and tte Perſons 
mannaging ut, might have been caſt our both together, and no 
here tolerared inthe Chritian World. Although we have not” 
forgotten the time , When under the late Prelacy , many godly 
and orthodox Miniitzrs, and ſundry knoving and conſcien-. 
tious Chriittans , were far worſe uſed, then.to have only their 
names publiſh2d in the Congregations , and they warned to 
conforn to the orders then appointed in the Church. The Mi-' 
nifters being ſuſpended from their Miniftery , ro thz unſpeak- 
able loſs of their congregations, an« the undoing of rhem- 
ſelves and their Famulies. And they alio ofcen rimes as well as 
private Chriſtians (that were non2 of th2 worit members of 

the 


